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This initiative is funded in part with a grant from the Minnesota Department of 
Education using federal funding CFDA #84.027A Special Education - Grants to States.

Charting  
The Cs on 
your mobile 
device
Handouts will be posted 
on our website prior to 
the conference and also 
available through the 
Guidebook App (a free 
app that contains all of our 
conference information). 
Please specify when you 
register if you would like a 
paper copy.

Go to  
www.guidebook.com 
to view the conference 
schedule.

For tablets and 
smartphones, go to 
the App Store or Play 
Store and download the 
Guidebook app.

Welcome to Charting the Cs 2019

Welcome to the 38th year of the Charting the Cs Conference and thank you for 
joining us this year for the 11th year of our subtitle: Cross Categorical Conference. The 
“Cs” in Charting the Cs stands for Collaboration, Cooperation, Communication. We 
continue to be a practitioner’s conference and this year we want to acknowledge the 
value and “Power of Sharing: Knowledge and Experience”. Our profession is made up of 
a continuum of educators from early career to a lifetime of experience to share practical, 
usable and applicable ideas for your classroom. These Minnesota educators and some 
national expertise offer you 60 session options to choose from.

Our Sunday preconference sessions offer an opportunity for more in-depth 
understanding of various topics including Audio Supported Reading, Accessibility: 
Digital Accessibility Maturity Model, Assistive Technology for Early Childhood, and 
addressing Autism and students with similar needs.

Deborah Ziegler, Ed.D from the National Council for Exceptional Children will share 
“The Buzz on High Leverage Practices in Special Education” and serves as our Keynote 
Speaker for this conference.

If you are arriving later on Sunday, please feel free to join Katie Thune for a free Yoga 
class. She is also offering this class late Monday afternoon. You may want to bring your 
own items.

App SmackDown: This is a fast-paced demonstration of any tech or app that 
your colleagues have found useful. Individuals will have 3-5 minutes to explain and 
demonstrate the app/technology and then the next person takes the stage.  

Monday Evening: Check out the poster sessions located at the front of the Tennis 
Center. This has been a fun and educational activity over the years. A great way to visit 
with people who are implementing interesting and innovative activities in their districts 
or organizations. Stop by the “New Teacher Connections Center” in the exhibit area. 
“New” means within 5 years of obtaining any teacher license. 

 
Find Charting the Cs handouts online at https://sites.google.com/a/lcsc.org/charting-

the-csinformation-center/home.

11th Annual Cross-Categorical Conference 
Power of Sharing:  
Knowledge and Experience Counts
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                                        Thank you for providing feedback about Charting the Cs

                                        Please consider filling out our evaluation online.  Scan the QR Code on the left to fill out the online
                                        evaluation.  You may also use the paper evaluation form in your folder.  Your honest input assists us in
                                        areas of improvement and future planning. 

Schedules at a Glance
 Pre-Conference – Sunday, April 7

 Charting the Cs Conference Day 2 – Tuesday, April 9

7:30 -8:30 a.m.
8:30-9:30 a.m. 
9:30-9:50 a.m. 

9:50-10:50 a.m. 
10:50-11:10 a.m.  

11:10 a.m. - 12:10 p.m. 
12:15-1:15 p.m. 

9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

1-4:30 p.m

Fingerspelling Our Way to Reading
Conference Information Center and Registration open
*How Can They Read It? Let Us Count the Ways  Richard Jackson & Joy Zabala
*How to Get Our Littlest Learners Started, AT for Birth - 5 Pam Moening & Sara Webster
*Accessibility be DAMMed  Kim Wee, Chris Reynolds, Jon Fila, Jeff Plaman & Paul Larson
*Developing Appropriate Educational Programming for Students with ASD Michele 
Glynn
Gentle Yoga Class Katie Thune & Anna Hayek
Evening Meal in Tennis Center
Statewide Community of Practice (CoP) Meetings

Developmental Cognitive Disabilities (DCD) Community of Practice Meeting 
Physical/Health Disabilities (PHD) Community of Practice Meeting
Teachers of Blind Visually Impaired (TBVI) Community of Practice Meeting
AT Leadership Team

Breakfast      Tennis Center
Breakout Block F
Break        Tennis Center
Breakout Block G
Break        Tennis Center
Breakout Block H
Closing Program and Meal     Tennis Center

 Charting the Cs Conference Day 1 – Monday, April 8

7:30 a.m. 
7:15-8:40 a.m. 

8:45-10 a.m.

Registration Open
Breakfast       Tennis Center
Welcome and Keynote     Tennis Center

The BUZZ on High-Leverage Practices in Special Education
presented by Deborah A. Ziegler, Ed.D

Break        Tennis Center
Breakout Block B
Lunch/Exhibitor Networking   Tennis Center
Breakout Block C
Break        Tennis Center
Breakout Block D
Extended Special Program Sessions - Block E
Celebrating the Collaboration: Evening Meal  Tennis Center
Exhibitor Networking and Poster Sessions   Tennis Center

10-10:25 a.m.
10:25-11:50 a.m. 

11:50 a.m. - 12:50 p.m.
  12:50-2:20 p.m. 

2:20-2:45 p.m. 
2:45-4:15 p.m. 
4:30 -5:30 p.m.

5-6:30 p.m.
5:30-7:30 p.m. 

4:30 -5:30 p.m.
5-6:30 p.m.

5:30-7:30 p.m.
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Notes

Sunday Schedule

Fingerspelling Our Way to Reading 

April 7, 2019

       Pre-Conference Sessions 1 - 4:30 p.m.

 

 

How Can They Read It? Let Us Count the Ways 
Richard Jackson & Joy Zabala

What is reading? Is reading more than deciphering text? Is listening to text the same as reading text? 
Can you look at text and listen to text at the same time? Is speaking text with poise, fluency and proper 
intonation reading? Is summarizing an accurate interpretation of an author’s intent reading?  
     If you find yourself pondering these questions and others, spend an informative, provocative 
afternoon with Drs. Richard Jackson and Joy Zabala as they ponder some enduring questions about 
what it means to read for purposes of learning in the digital age. Explore how widely available 
technologies and digital media can support, enhance and augment reading for educational purposes. 
Learn about Audio-Supported Reading (ASR) and how its application can accelerate the rate of 
learning, enable executive control over the flow of text and facilitate text comprehension so that 
students who read differently can meet the demands of rigorous, standards-based curricula. Engage 
in lively conversations that explore differing perspectives on listening comprehension, reading 
comprehension, reading as one construct or reading as many constructs, audio-assisted versus audio-
supported reading, testing accommodations for reading, and more! Add YOUR voice and experience 
to those of Richard and Joy, whose careers span decades of technology and media development into the 
current era of limitless possibilities for students who learn differently.

How to Get Our Littlest Learners Started, AT for Birth to 5-Year-Olds
Pam Moening & Sara Webster
    The federal regulations for early intervention do not specify how to implement assistive technology 
(AT) for birth to 5-year-olds, but best practice is clear that we need to be considering AT for all 
students. We will share with you how our team uses evidence-based research to consider, implement 
and document AT for our youngest learners. We will share a variety of resources with you that we 
use throughout the students’ early childhood years to make progressing and documenting AT seem 
reasonable. 

Evening Meal  
5 - 6:30 p.m. in the 

Tennis Center

5:30-7:30 

• Developmental Cognitive Disabilities 

Community of Practice Meeting
Facilitated by Garrett Petrie, Education 
Specialist with the Minnesota Department 
of Education

Please feel free to drop in and join us.

• Physical/Health Disabilities 

Community of Practice Meeting
Facilitated by Kelly Bredeken, Statewide PI 
and TBI Specialist
     Please feel free to drop in and join us.

• Teachers of Blind Visually Impaired 

Community of Practice Meeting
Facilitated by Kristin Oien, Statewide 
Specialist for the areas of TBVI

Please feel free to drop in and join us.

• AT Leadership Team 
Facilitated by Kursten Dubbels MDE AT 
Specialist 
     This meeting is for members of the AT 
Leadership Team.

Community of Practice Meetings

Registration open 
11 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Gentle Yoga Class    
4:30 - 5:30 
  Katie Thune & Anna Hayek

  Open to all abilities and levels, 
we will guide you through a yoga 
practice focused on breathing, 
stretching and relaxing.  We’ll  
incorporate some Yoga Calm tools 
that can be used in the classroom 
as well. 

9 a.m. - 5 p.m. (Please note the earlier start)

Accessibility be DAMMed
Kim Wee, Chris Reynolds, Jon Fila, Jeff Plaman & Paul Larson
    You’re committed to accessibility, but where do you begin? We will work together to develop 
understanding and process to start the work of improving accessibility in your district. We will share 
the process we used in engaging a cohort of “early adopters” in a collaborative learning model as a 
non-threatening approach to improving each system’s digital accessibility. Attendees will hear from the 
organizers and cohort participants and will come away with tools and strategies they can use to address 
digital accessibility in their own organizations. This session would benefit district IT professionals, 
procurement professionals, curriculum and instruction professionals and educators.

Fingerspelling Our Way to Reading is an evidence-based, supplementary literacy program 
specifically developed for deaf and hard-of-hearing students from kindergarten through second 
grade.  The 5-day per week program includes a variety of fun and engaging fingerspelling and reading 
activities.  There are two components to this program.  The 3-day per week component enhances 
phonological awareness of fingerspelled words, which increases expressive and receptive fingerspelling 
skills and identification of printed words.  The complementary 2-day per week component focuses on 
reading comprehension.  It provides additional reading opportunities using fingerspelling words in 
sentences and stories that are developed through each unit.  

Developing Appropriate Educational Programming for Students with ASD
Michele Glynn
     This session will prepare educators for managing a classroom or caseload that includes students 
on the autism spectrum or with similar needs across federal settings.  Classroom and schedule set 
up as well as essential structures including structured work systems, activity organization, rules and 
routines, transitioning between activities, and direct teaching will be taught and practiced.  These 
structures are important components of educational programming for all students, but particularly for 
students with ASD, who frequently have learning differences in understanding expectations.  Intended 
Audience:  ABS teachers, ASD teachers, other special education teachers working with students with 
ASD or similar educational needs.
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Deborah A. Ziegler is the Director for Policy and Advocacy at the Council for 
Exceptional Children (CEC), one of the world’s premier education associations. 

She has broad public policy experience at the international, national, state, and local 
levels. Dr. Ziegler works to further the overall goals of CEC through improving policies 
affecting children and youth with exceptionalities and the professionals who work on 
their behalf, at all levels of government. In her position, she is responsible for providing 
leadership and direction for the association’s public policy agenda, including policy 
development, implementation, and analysis; information collection and dissemination; 
and maintaining a grassroots network of Children and Youth Action Network (CAN) 
Coordinators. She works closely with the White House, the United States Congress, 
and the Federal Agencies including the U.S. Department of Education to advocate for 
policies that support high quality education and early intervention services for children 
and youth with disabilities and gifts and talents.

Dr. Ziegler works with several international disability organizations, whose focus is 
the implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
She is the editor of Inclusion for ALL: The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities, a publication of the IDEA program of the Open Society Institute. 
Dr. Ziegler has worked since 1994 in providing technical assistance and training on 
behalf of nongovernmental/governmental organizations in Central and Eastern Europe, 
Central Asia, Africa and the Middle East to assist programs in implementing policies 
and practices in early childhood education and inclusive education for children and 
youth with disabilities.

Dr. Ziegler has worked as a special education teacher, special education administrator 
and faculty at the university level. She has consulted widely and written extensively in 
the policy arena.

Keynote 
Presentation

The BUZZ on High-Leverage Practices in Special Education

D10:  Going Higher with High-Leverage Practices in Special Education!
Monday, 2:45 - 4:15 p.m.

This session will showcase the recently released professional development guide developed by the Council for Exceptional Children 
(CEC) and the CEEDAR Center to support school district leaders in introducing and sharing the high-leverage practices (HLPs) with 
their school teams. This FREE digital guide provides practical tools and materials about the HLPs in three sections including: Getting 
to Know HLPs, Sharing HLPs and Reflecting on HLPs. Walk away from this session ready to use the resources. These are resources you 
will want and can trust!     

Deborah A. Ziegler, Ed.D.

There’s a lot of talk these days about high-leverage practices—frequently occurring, essential educational practices that all special 
educators should know how to do. High-leverage practices are evidence based, meaning that they reflect effective methods that when 
successfully implemented can improve results for struggling learners. The twenty-two high-leverage practices—covering the areas 
of collaboration, assessment, social/emotional/behavioral, and instruction—are designed to serve as a road map for guiding teacher 
preparation, professional development, and/or current self-assessment. COME HEAR ABOUT THE HLP BUZZ!   

 Want to attend more of Dr. Ziegler’s  presentations?
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Monday Schedule

Notes B1. Strategies for Advancement of Elementary Students with ASD 
Anita Haas and Maggie Jensen

The transition from lower to upper elementary grades can be challenging for all students; 
however, for students on the Autism Spectrum increased challenges can arise during this time. 
At Academy of Whole Learning, we have developed a systematic transition between our grade-
grouped classroom to help smooth these transition times. This session will give attendees the 
opportunity to learn about the differences present between the classrooms, the reasoning behind 
these differences, and ways they can implement them in their settings. This session is ideal for 
anyone looking to help students navigate this transition or those who work with elementary aged 
students on the Autism Spectrum.
B2. Successful Core Vocabulary Integration
Jodie Mettee and Jenny Muehlhauser
     Are you curious about Core Vocabulary and want to learn more for your students language 
and learning needs? We will show you how to successfully integrate Core Vocabulary into your 
literacy, math, writing, social skills lesson and much more. If you are new to Core Vocabulary 
or have been using it with your students, you are all welcome! We will show, teach, and practice 
various methods and strategies how teachers, speech pathologists, occupational therapists, 
paraeducators, etc. can successfully integrate Core Vocabulary into their lessons for every subject 
and varied learners. The session will also include how to support students who are conventional 
and emergent learners, as well as learners who use augmentative forms of communication. Hand-
outs will be provided to provide resources to access core vocabulary for families, paraeducators, 
and to educate yourself and to provide ideas. Videos will be used to demonstrate and model how 
everyday lessons can be elevated with Core Vocabulary. We will provide time to practice using 
Core Vocabulary along with fringe vocabulary.
B3. Supporting the Sexual Health for Students with Disabilities
Katie Thune & Anna Hayek
    People with disabilities want friendships and relationships as much as anyone else. 
Unfortunately, there is a lack of appropriate education out there to support safe and healthy 
relationships. The rate of sexual assault is 7 times higher for individuals with disabilities than for 
those without. We can work together to lower that statistic by supporting the sexual health for 
this population through conversations, education, and awareness. This workshop is for educators 
and staff supporting students with disabilities. In this workshop we will: • Explore why people 
with disabilities are more vulnerable to assault. • Review the background on sexual education for 
people with disabilities. • Discuss potential sexual education strategies. • Learn how to recognize 
and respond to sensitive situations that may come up for our students (assault, abuse, etc.). • 
Learn how to respond to inappropriate sexual behaviors that may happen at school, on the bus, 
or in the community.
B4. Writing right from the Start!: Writing Strategies and Tools for Young 
Children and the Early Grades K-2
Kelly Fonner & Scott Marfilius

The reason that we teach writing? To demonstrate what we know, to share our ideas and 
express ourselves; and it is never too early to get started on this process. Research shows us that 
the more children read, the better readers they are...AND the more children WRITE the better 
readers they are!  So, what are you waiting for? During this presentation we will apply assistive 
technology tools, apps & extensions to instructional writing strategies for young children and 
students in K-2 who you want to start out writing with their typically developing peers. We 
will look at students who are in low and high incidence categories; those who need supports in 
general and special education by working through the basic stages of the writing process, from 
scribbling to the end of 2nd grade measures of 2/3 cohesive paragraphs. The tools will be apps 
for iPads and Androids; webware, software for tablets, laptops and computers. Participants will 
explore good teaching strategies and assessment measures. This session is beyond teaching you to 
use the tools; it’s about implementing these tools. 

April 8, 2019

Breakout Block B – 10:25 - 11:50 a.m.  

7:30 a.m.  
Registration Open

7:15-8:40 a.m.  
Breakfast

8:45-10:00 a.m.  
Welcome and 
Keynote 

Continuing Education 
Units (CEUs) will be 
available at the end 
of your last session on 
Tuesday.



7

Monday Schedule April 8, 2019

B5. AT and Transition Panel Discussion
Janet Peters, Kim Moccia, Todd Hanson & Loralee Bailey

Many barriers to post-secondary education and employment can 
be mitigated with Assistive Technology (AT) and yet AT is often 
overlooked and underutilized in the transition process from high 
school to adult settings. This interactive panel discussion will highlight 
resources in our state, innovations, current trends and issues regarding 
Transition and AT. The expert panel speakers include state agencies, 
higher education, and K-12 practitioners.

B6.  Exhibitor Spotlight: The Secrets Behind the Eyes
Dannel Friel

The use of eye gaze technology goes beyond accessing the 
computer, it can be used as a tool to better understand student 
skills, learn their strengths and how to support weakness.   Learn 
how eye gaze is assisting everyone, from professional athletes to car 
manufacturers, improve performance and how these same tools 
can be applied to students. Gather data via eye gaze to gain a better 
understanding of what a student is attending to, are they reading 
from left to right, do they look at the words as they are being read 
to them, what holds their attention, how long does it take them 
to process/follow a given direction.  We will review the technical 
and functional aspects of eye tracking technology and how it has 
changed to be more user friendly and accessible.  Explore various 
tools (hardware and software) options that support the use of eye 
gaze as both a data collection method as well as an access method 
for those with significant physical and communication challenges. 
Discover options simpler, smaller and lower in cost making it a 
viable option for you to use in schools. 

B7.  Making Secondary Literacy Accessible to All
Christy Palmquist & Heather Prenovost

What can I, as a related service provider or classroom teacher, 
do to promote more inclusivity in a literacy classroom for students 
with a wide variety of language skills? In this session, we will 
explore and share resources and research-based strategies that 
can bridge the gap that currently exists in the literacy curriculum 
available in secondary classrooms. Attendees will delve more deeply 
into the connection between language and literacy, and explore 
the continuum of skills needed for literacy acquisition. They will 
take away simple adaptations that can be used in middle and high 
school literacy classes. 
 
B8.  Functional Behavior Plans & Behavior Plans - A 
Team Effort
Lisa Drumb

Would you like support with the completion of FBAs and 
Behavior Plans? In this session participants will receive a 
breakdown of the components in a Functional Behavior 
Assessment (FBAs) and a Behavior Plan. While breaking down 
each component, the connection to the field of Applied Behavior 
Analysis (ABA) is identified to grow educator skill and knowledge. 
In addition, participants are provided helpful hints to foster 
collaboration and communication among all team members 
through out the process of supporting a student who is exhibiting 
challenging behavior in the classroom. This session does not 
require any prior knowledge of Functional Behavior Assessments 
and/or Behavior Plans.

CANCELED

B9. Make-N-Take: 26 Ways to Love the Alphabet
Cathleen Pinkosky

Does the student: Know most of the letters most of the time? Engage 
actively during shared reading? Have a means of communication and 
interaction? Understand that writing involves letters and words? If the 
answer to any of the above questions is “No”, there is an alternative to 
the Four Block literacy framework for emergent literacy intervention – 
Shared Reading, Predictable Chart Writing, Alphabet & Phonological 
Awareness, Independent Writing, and Independent Reading. During 
this session, we will focus on Alphabet & Phonological Awareness, 
with 26 activities and resources to fill your tool box, including 
hands-on opportunities to create several resources to begin using 
immediately.  Maximum enrollment - 25 participants. $35 materials 
fee. 
B10. Make-N-Take: Interactive Vocabulary Books
Kerry Schmidt, Alison Bicek, Kate Drechsler & Emily LaRenzie

What do non-verbal, low verbal, or other special education students 
who are not yet reading do during reading time in the classroom? 
Interactive vocabulary books are a great solution. In an interactive 
vocabulary book, students listen to a para or friend read the sentence, 
then select a picture that matches the page and attaches it using velcro. 
Interactive vocabulary books increase participation during reading 
time. In addition, students who are not yet verbally expressive can 
answer questions and show comprehension by selecting pictures. 
During this make-and-take, you will make several interactive 
vocabulary books. In addition, we will show you how we have made 
interactive vocabulary books using books we found at garage sales 
or those that were being discarded by the library. If you already have 
some old books sitting around, feel free to bring them and we will 
help select vocabulary to make them interactive. (Books that are 1-2 
sentences per page are best.)  Maximum enrollment - 30 participants. 
$30 materials fee.  Repeated during C9.

B11. Teaching Students with ASD and Similar 
Educational Needs in Minnesota
Tami Childs & Becca Jackson

This session will provide participants information and resources 
about teaching special education in MN as well as serve as an 
introduction to working with students with ASD.  Presenters will 
share resources to support new teachers in special education including 
an educator self-assessment, professional growth resources, and 
information about the Minnesota Mentor Program.    

In the second part of this session, participants will learn 
about characteristics of students with ASD as well as strategies 
and interventions that help ameliorate difficulties related to 
these characteristics.  Presenters will introduce the Underlying 
Characteristics Checklist (UCC) and participants will receive a 
protocol to review in session.  
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Monday Schedule April 8, 2019

Lunch/Exhibit Interaction –  
11:50 a.m. - 12:50 p.m. 

Breakout Block C – 12:50 - 2:20 p.m.  
C1. Teacher’s Heart & Mind: 10 Justice-based Mindsets 
for Purposeful Teaching
Donna McNear
    I believe we all want to see children with disabilities learning and 
living and working in healthy, meaningful, and kind communities. 
As educators, we are privileged to meet and work alongside 
dedicated, committed, and hard-working people concerned with the 
education of children with disabilities. These people are teachers, 
parents, paraprofessionals, principals, coordinators, therapists, 
clinicians, and superintendents. They are also people working in 
a variety of capacities influencing how we educate children with 
disabilities, such as teacher training, higher education, research, 
medical communities, businesses, publishers, government, and non-
governmental organizations. They spend long work days supporting 
the education of children and many hours planning, preparing and 
creating to improve learning, living, and working. And countless 
minutes in thoughts and dreams discerning ways to be more helpful, 
more supportive, more insightful, and more meaningful to get more 
results for each child. We have a common professional knowledge 
with many effective educational strategies and supports foundational 
to teaching children. However, I also believe there is a parallel set 
of knowledge, skills, and dispositions…ways of working, thinking, 
and being present with children, which influences our effectiveness 
with children who have disabilities and their families. I consider 
them “companion” mindsets. These mindsets challenge and guide 
our ongoing learning and working within the changing contexts of 
our schools and society. They prepare us for continuing purposeful 
work with children…leading to purposeful teaching. This session 
describes ten mindsets and habits to teach and educate with a justice-
based mindset.

C2.  Core Words in the Early Childhood Classroom: 
Embedding in Routines, Read Alouds, and 
Differentiating with Technology
Penny Mills, Tina Scholl, Lori James & Rebecca Tetlie
    Can young children with significant delays benefit from core words? 
Absolutely! This session will describe a process for teachers and SLPs 
to collaboratively infuse core words throughout the Early Childhood 
Workshop model. Going deep into implementation, we will share tools 
for successful use with Core Word Planners, Area of Study Core Word 
Maps, Learning Center Core & Fringe displays and Modeling Prompts 
for staff. PD and coaching strategies will be shared. Ways to coordinate 
with GenEd Preschool curriculum are sprinkled throughout the 
session with video examples. Low cost technology tools will be 
demonstrated that differentiate for students and provide staff support 
including AAC, literacy and video sharing apps. Samples of each will 
be shared with participants.

C3. Screening and Identifying Dyslexia
Amy Schulting & Victoria Weinberg 

Do you know a student with dyslexia when you see one? The 
presentation will cover the definition and characteristics of 
dyslexia that teachers will encounter, regardless of categorical 
disability. We will discuss patterns of reading development that 
should signal educators to suspect dyslexia. MDE will describe 
how the data collected by teachers during the screening process 
informs identification and intervention. We will discuss how 
dyslexia fits into both an MTSS framework and the statutory 
requirements for intervention. This session will open up 
discussion of intended and unintended consequences for 
special education staff. This session is intended for teachers who 
have ever questioned why students are not making progress in 
reading.
C4. “He said, She said”: Let’s Talk Reading with 
Richard and Joy
Richard Jackson & Joy Zabala

What IS reading? What ISN’T reading? Is reading different 
in the digital age? What is Audio Supported Reading? Are 
reading supports cheating?  Join Drs. Richard Jackson and Joy 
Zabala for a lively, provocative hour exploring these and other 
enduring questions about reading. They’ll share sometimes 
differing, but always mutually supportive, views on listening 
comprehension, reading comprehension, reading as one 
construct or reading as many constructs, audio-assisted versus 
audio-supported reading, the ever-present concern about testing 
accommodations for reading and how they impact classroom 
instruction. Take away lots to think about and a strategy that 
helps struggling readers successfully read to learn and enjoy 
reading for pleasure. 
C5.  Google forms for everyone
Kristy Meitner & Pandy King-Henke

Are you ready to get rid of extra papers or 3 ring binders you 
currently use for documenting student progress and carry along 
with you everyday? Come with a positive attitude and learn 
how to create Google forms for each of your students, and use 
them to your advantage. This will make documenting easier, 
progress reports are a breeze, less paper for you to keep track 
of, and so much more. We will teach you about the forms. We 
also want to give you time to input your own information, and 
have a finished product when you get back to school! Please 
have access to your IEP’s and bring a laptop or device you enjoy 
working on. If you are new to the process, it is much easier to 
start on a laptop :) I was new to this entire process this year, 
and started by creating a gmail address and I now have all my 
students in Google and present information at IEP meetings, 
using graphs and charts, which are accessable by a click of a 
button. I am a DAPE teacher and I am in a PLC group with all 
low incidence professionals, I have shown my PLC group and 
they all thought the information was helpful. We will show and 
teach you how to take the information you currently document 
on and make a Google form to document everything. As long as 
you bring a laptop/device, you will leave with at least all of your 
schools bookmarked, and one student’s information in Google 
Forms along with the knowledge of how to continue the process 
once you get back to school.
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C8. Data Collection - It’s a Team Effort
Lisa Drumb

Data! Data! Data! Academic data isn’t the only data educators 
collect in the classroom. When students exhibit challenging 
behaviors, data is needed. In this session, participants will learn 
multiple ways to collect data in the classroom that will minimize 
interruptions to their teaching. In addition, participants will learn 
tactics to communicate with other team members on the data 
collection as well as analyzing the data. No prior experience or 
knowledge regarding various data collection methods is necessary.

Monday Schedule April 8, 2019

C10.  Introduction to Structured Teaching
Audrta Wells & Lisa Sorensen

Reaching independence is the main goal for our students and 
their future success in the workplace, training programs, and 
independent living opportunities. Structured teaching is based 
on the TEACCH Model from the University of North Carolina 
Chapel Hill and individualizes and differentiates for the unique 
needs and learning profiles of students with a variety of disabilities 
(autism, developmental disabilities, traumatic brain injuries, etc). 
In this session, participants will understand how to structure 
tasks that promote student independence and use the criteria for 
creating a structured task. Participants will learn that structure 
applied to tasks eliminates the need for continued prompting by 
staff in order to complete a task. Participants will leave the session 
with the knowledge to create structured tasks for their age level of 
instruction. This session is appropriate for all learner levels from 
beginning teachers to experienced teachers. 

C7. Collaborative Problem Solving: What it is and 
how to use it
Tiffany Tobkin

Information presented is based off of Dr. Ross Greene’s book, 
The Explosive Child. The session will explain why individuals 
with explosive behaviors exhibit explosive behaviors, ineffective 
problem solving processes when behaviors occur and how to 
implement effective and easy to use problem solving processes. 
The session supports individuals at any level of knowledge or 
experience that may be struggling with having a child or student 
follow rules, a schedule or behavior plan. Individuals that may be 
interested in attending would include parents, special education 
teachers, speech and language pathologists or anyone working with 
a child demonstrating behaviors that cause a change to daily or 
session plans.

C6. Exhibitor Spotlight: Getting to Know Saltillo
Heather Prenovost

Getting to Know Saltillo is an overview of the NovaChat, Chat 
Fusion, and TouchChat Express devices that Saltillo has to offer. 
We will discuss the vocabulary files that are available across all 
the devices, as well as looking at some of the basic customization 
features and editing on the device. Finally a demonstration of the 
free resources available from Saltillo will be shown and discussed 
to help with implementation of SGDs in the classroom. If you have 
a student using a NovaChat, Chat Fusion, or TouchChat app this 
session will give you a jumping off point for working with your 
students.

Break – 2:20 - 2:45 p.m. 

C9. Make-N-Take: Interactive Vocabulary Books
Kerry Schmidt, Alison Bicek, Kate Drechsler & Emily LaRenzie

What do non-verbal, low verbal, or other special education 
students who are not yet reading do during reading time in the 
classroom? Interactive vocabulary books are a great solution. 
In an interactive vocabulary book, students listen to a para or 
friend read the sentence, then select a picture that matches the 
page and attaches it using velcro. Interactive vocabulary books 
increase participation during reading time. In addition, students 
who are not yet verbally expressive can answer questions and 
show comprehension by selecting pictures. During this make-
and-take, you will make several interactive vocabulary books. 
In addition, we will show you how we have made interactive 
vocabulary books using books we found at garage sales or those 
that were being discarded by the library. If you already have 
some old books sitting around, feel free to bring them and we 
will help select vocabulary to make them interactive. (Books that 
are 1-2 sentences per page are best.) Maximum enrollment - 30 
participants. $30 materials fee.  Repeated during B10.

Breakout Block D – 2:45-4:15 p.m.  
D1.  Speaking Their Language, a Communication 
Partnership
Julie Luedke & Dannel Friel

Learning a new language is hard and AAC is a new language, 
quite frankly, a foreign language for someone getting introduced to 
it. Special education classrooms are finding success with increasing 
students communication and learning skills by applying the secrets 
of learning a foreign language to their environment. Some strategies 
include: supporting staff and students (more than one) to speak 
the “new” language whenever possible; consuming “new” language 
media; immersion in the culture of the “new” language; and making 
use of free materials and low to no cost apps that utilize the “new” 
language. For students that require visual supports, communication 
symbols, speech generating devices and other adaptive tools to 
aid their receptive and expressive language this means making 
materials accessible to all; not just the end student. The result of 
everyone speaking the language means students are not learning in 
isolation, they are able to get feedback, support from other speakers 
and everyone worries less about making mistakes which equates 
to true generalization. In this presentation observe and take away, 
a strategy of integrating a universal language approach throughout 
the classroom and beyond; setting the expectation of speaking their 
language. Discover the materials and apps used; skills and supports 
of communication partners (classroom aides, teachers, peers) that are 
assisting in learning a “new” language.
D2. Professional Development - Doing it Right, Getting 
it for Free
Joan Breslin-Larson

What do you need to know about assistive technology, and when 
do you need to know it? For most educators, questions about AT 
are both systemic (what to do?) and programmatic (how do I do 
it?). This fast paced session, suitable for all learning levels, will 
focus both on systems in professional development (PD), including 
components of adult education, quality professional development 
strategies, and on resources for programmatic issues in AT (tools 
and devices). We will share both information on approaches to plan, 
implement and evaluate professional development, using resources 
and planning tools based on the Quality Indicators for Professional 
Development (http://qiat.org). We will also share free or low cost, 
on demand professional development tools available to support your 
program, with a short description of each of the tools included to help 
streamline your PD selection. Finally participants in the session will 
be asked to share their own favorite PD tools and resources, to build 
a resource list that will be available to all session participants after the 
session.
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D3. I Know What You Did Last Summer 
Emily Aust & Kaitlin Senn

Bored with teaching ESY? Looking for new ideas? Travel 
back to last summer to learn how one district transformed the 
ESY experience for their 7-12+ grade students. In this session, 
participants will learn how the Belle Plaine school district 
proposed and implemented a new structure and learning 
experience for ESY. The presenters will share step by step how 
they planned and structured a modified schedule, proposed 
the changes to parents, school administrators, and community 
partners, and then finally how the summer unfolded along with 
the students perspectives on the changes.

D4. Big Cooking in a Little Kitchen, It Can Be Done! 
And The Snack Attack:  How to set up a mobile 
snack cart in your school which promotes learning 
through fun and generalizing social, job and life 
skills outside of the classroom.
Paige Bellig, Jody Wehking & Andrea Olson

Part I: Are you tired of hearing about “pie-in-the sky” ideas 
that are impossible to implement?  Have you struggled to find a 
project that can accommodate the wide range of skill levels and 
unique needs of your students?  Are you ready to empower your 
paraprofessionals?  Come join the Snack Attack movement!  This 
session is designed to provide the basic building blocks to get you 
started on a fun, but practical, project and discuss ideas to adapt it 
for the specific needs of your students and program.  The mobile 
snack cart project is easy to replicate, and incorporates many 
academic, social, job and life skills that can be practiced outside 
of the classroom.  Attendees will have access to all of the resources 
that have been created, or are currently being utilized, to make the 
Snack Attack successful, and will have an opportunity to provide 
input about new ways it could be adapted.  This project will 
generate excitement among your students and paraprofessionals, 
and create positive interactions with non-disabled peers and 
staff in the wider school community.  All levels of experience are 
welcome! Part II: Providing a real-life application of life skills is a 
challenge in many schools. Perhaps you have thought about some 
ideas but just did not feel confident that it could be developed in 
your school. Please join us as we share how a district with a total 
school population of 600 students designed and implemented a 
project that teaches life skills using student involvement in the 
planning, food prep and customer service components of a mini-
food service project providing an opportunity to practice skills of 
focus and self-control, perspective taking, communication, critical 
thinking taking on a challenge, cooking, food skills, grooming 
and hygiene, basic first aid, engaged learning, and connection 
with the larger student community. The Janesville-Waldorf- 
Pemberton school district created The Bulldog Cafe; an in-school 
cafe open to students and staff, where students working in the cafe 
learn lifelong skills in a real setting. It includes everything from 
grocery lists to food preparation to customer service. Come and 
see how you could create this program in your own school, IT 
CAN BE DONE!

D6. Enhanced Alphabet Knowledge Instruction: 
Practical Strategies for the Classroom that Work!
Kayna Plaisted & Stephanie Snow

Do you have students who have yet to learn their alphabet? Have 
you ever wondered why your students are not learning more of 
their letters? In this training educators will gain understanding and 
experience with Enhanced Alphabet Knowledge Instruction, an easy 
to implement research-based way to choose which letters to teach and 
how to teach them within any environment. Participants will leave 
with practical strategies to implement with any student who is yet to 
fully learn their alphabet. This training is appropriate for attendees 
with any level of knowledge around literacy instruction.
D7.  “Don’t Shut the Gait... On the Gait Cycle”
Jayne Boeding & Beth Ashley

Ever had these questions?...“Why does he catch his toe?” “What 
kind of brace should I get for her?” If so, then this course is for you! 
Presented by both an orthotist and a physical therapist, we will dispel 
the perception that the gait cycle is confusing or hard to understand. 
Whether you studied it while burning the midnight oil in school or 
didn’t realize it was spelled “G-A-I-T,” this class will help you use 
the mechanics of human locomotion to better serve your clients of 
any age. We will use case studies, current research and a variety of 
materials to help you learn and apply to your practice. After spending 
an energetic and engaging 90 minutes with us, we promise you 
will find yourself at the shopping mall or at work not just people 
watching… but watching their gait mechanics! This course is suited 
for those working in PT/OT and orthotics at any level of experience, 
however anyone interested in understanding walking dynamics is 
welcome to join us.

D5. Exhibitor Spotlight: PAES and Project Discovery 
Mini Training
Heidi Johnson

Part I: PAES Vocational Assessment:  Learn how students discover 
their employment potential exploring hands on jobs with PAES®.  
Join us for a PAES® 45 mini training. Whether you have already been 
trained in and are already using PAES®, or if you are brand new to 
PAES®, this mini-training is for you. In this mini training we will go 
over the basics of scoring students with PAES®, and we’ll demonstrate 
how PAES® encourages workplace independence, and measures 
students’ workplace “soft skills”.   In addition, we will demonstrate 
how PAES® uncovers each individual students’ work interests, work 
skills abilities, and work potential using performance based formal 
assessment.   All participants will receive a 2019 PAES® In-Service 
Training Guide. 

Part II: Project Discovery and Achieve Life Skills Curriculum:  Join 
us for a Project Discovery mini training to see how students explore 
hands on jobs and learn both the hard and soft skills they will need to 
reach their post school goals.  Learn how to use Project Discovery in 
your classrooms to provide comprehensive transition programming 
for ALL students.  See how Project Discovery exposes students to 
various hands on work experiences in many career areas, using the 
equipment and workplace vocabulary necessary for those careers. 
Also discover the wide variety of life skills curriculum available 
to help students achieve their greatest potential. Whether you are 
already using Project Discovery, or if you are brand new to Project 
Discovery, there will be something in this mini-training for you. We 
will go over the basics of the Project Discovery and its instructional 
components.   All participants will receive Project Discovery and 
Achieve Life Skills Curriculum samples.

D8. Make - N - Take: The Cricut Explorer:  Beyond 
Pinteresting Your Classroom
Bobbie Larson & Kadi Groppoli

Cutting machines are the latest and greatest trend among the 
crafters. But they can be used for so much more than creating 
banners, signs and labels in the classroom!  This session will focus on 
demonstrating how to use the computer-based program and desktop 
cutter to support Individual Education Plans by adapting curriculum, 
developing supplemental materials and creating environments for 
motor and sensory regulation skills within various school locations, 
whether big or small! We have used this machine to make motor 
paths program-specific or for an entire school to have access to! We 
have gotten amazing feedback from teachers, principals, program 
directors, and the most important: the kids!  No experience is needed 
to join in this session, just a desire to learn a new tool to use in your 
education system.”  Maximum enrollment - 20 participants. $35 
materials fee. 
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Monday Schedule April 8, 2019

5-6:30 p.m.
Celebrating the Collaboration
and Evening Meal  

Poster Sessions Open 
5:30-7:30 p.m.  

D9.  Teaching Strategies for Early Childhood/
Elementary Students Across the Spectrum
Jessica Premo & Michele Glynn

Evidence based teaching strategies for students across the 
spectrum will be taught and reinforced using video examples.  
Strategies for teaching students who require specialized instruction 
in academics, communication, and independence will be shared 
including direct instruction and functional routines.  Strategies for 
students with high-functioning autism with executive functioning 
and social skill needs will also be provided.  

 Special Monday Evening Options 4:30 - 5:30 p.m. 

  E1.  Gentle Yoga Class    
  Katie Thune & Anna Hayek

  Open to all abilities and levels, we will guide you through a yoga practice focused on breathing, stretching and relaxing.  We’ll  
  incorporate some Yoga Calm tools that can be used in the classroom as well. 
E2.  Teaching Skills to Secondary and Transition Students with ASD     
Aimee Dearmon, Leah Ashburn & Jennifer Guettler

This session will provide participants with the essential components of educational programming for secondary and transition-age 
students with ASD (and students with related needs).  Evidence-based assessment and instruction practices that are embedded in the 
LINKS curriculum will be reviewed.  These strategies and instructional practices lead to significantly increased independence in students 
in school and community routines.   A video example of effective implementation of LINKS with middle school students will be shared.  

E3. App SmackDown
An app smackdown is a fast-paced exchange of ideas - each person taking no more than 3-5 minutes to share a technology resource, app, 
lesson idea, Web 2.0 tool, student’s work, or nifty technology integration idea recently discovered.

D10.  Going Higher with High-Leverage Practices in 
Special Education!
Deborah Ziegler

This session will showcase the recently released professional 
development guide developed by the Council for Exceptional 
Children (CEC) and the CEEDAR Center to support school district 
leaders in introducing and sharing the high-leverage practices 
(HLPs) with their school teams. This FREE digital guide provides 
practical tools and materials about the HLPs in three sections 
including: Getting to Know HLPs, Sharing HLPs and Reflecting on 
HLPs. Walk away from this session ready to use the resources. These 
are resources you will want and can trust!      

New Teacher Connections Center
Are you new to the field of special education? If so, be sure to stop by the New Teacher Connections Center in the Tennis Center. It is 
a place to visit, hang out, feel appreciated, and learn about free resources.  Although teaching is very rewarding, there are many aspects 
of the job that can prove challenging- let us help you navigate the system!  Come on over and browse, relax, and put your name in the 
drawings to win teacher tools. You work so hard for your students every day, so this is a chance to spend a little time recharging.

 Special Monday Evening Option 4:45 - 5:45 p.m. 

 Special Monday Evening Option 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
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Notes
Continuing 
Education Units 
(CEUs) will be 
available at the end 
of your last session.

F1. Open up the World of Reading with Bookshare
Beth Johnson & Kristine Dooley

Do you want to learn how to open up the world of reading to your students with severe 
learning disabilities, visual impairments or physical disabilities? Bookshare may be just what you 
are looking for. Bookshare can be a very powerful tool to help your students access print both at 
home and school for academics and leisure. We will begin with a parent’s perspective about how 
Bookshare can completely change a child’s life. Next we will move to the basics of Bookshare, 
such as who qualifies, how to get them signed up and how Bookshare can be easily accessed on a 
variety of devices by your students. And finally, we’ll share how we are implementing Bookshare 
at schools across our district.

Tuesday Schedule April 9, 2019

F2.  Self Determination Transition Sequence (Less Obvious Challenges) - 
Resource Brainstorm and Take-Away
Estelle Denbrook & Kyle Jensen

Self Determination is a sequence of instruction designed to offer support and preparation in 
the area of transition for students with less obvious disabilities. Attendees will learn a snapshot 
of District #111’s course model of instruction for grades 9-12 and participate in a resource 
sharing discussion. Possible areas of focus are: self-advocacy, relationship building and effective 
communication, post-secondary and career readiness, assistive technology supports, academic study 
strategies and executive functioning strategies, and personal finance. Attendees are encouraged 
to bring a list of resources used within their own districts to share in a transition-related resource 
discussion.

F4. Bridging the Gap: STEM Activities for Students with Disabilities
Paul Sanft, Scott Silver & Tina Hanson

Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) are hot topics, but some students can 
be left out of the equation. How do we bridge the gap? This presentation will focus on our 
experience creating and adapting a STEM camp and monthly clubs to meet the needs of students 
with disabilities. Participants will learn about the principles of Universal Design for Learning 
(UDL) and Assistive Technology (AT) that were used to create an effective and supportive 
learning environment. We’ll share the evolution of our STEM programs, what we’ve learned 
throughout the process and social connections that students developed along the way.

Breakout Block F – 8:30 - 9:30 a.m. 

F5. Exhibitor Spotlight: Robots and Readers
Alayna Barber

As the world evolves, so does the technology used to help people gain knowledge, 
independence and confidence. Learning tools such as Milo the Robot (Robots4Autism) and the 
C-Pen (Reader Pen) are two innovative yet very different items both with different impacts in a 
person’s journey. This presentation will cover 2 items. First it will highlight how Milo the Robot is 
changing lives for people with Autism Spectrum Disorder by providing social, life, and academic 
skills. The Second and final segment is to explain the wonderful and helpful features that the 
C-Pen provides for many with visual, learning, and comprehension difficulties.  Using reader 
technology, the C-Pen is sure to change lives.

F3. Leading the Way to Excellence in AT Services
Penny Reed

This session will highlight the important role that both school administrators and AT leaders play 
in guiding the provision of quality AT services. Although they may not realize it, administrators, 
including building principals, are critical to the provision of AT services that efficiently and 
effectively meet the needs of students with disabilities. With a focus on the components of 
leadership, management, supervision, program development, and advocacy, the presenter will 
discuss key components of successful administrator influence. They will address the roles of both 
assigned and emergent leaders in providing AT services. Practical suggestions for AT services 
providers who want to develop or improve AT services in schools will be included, as well as 
suggestions for useful resources.

F6.  Social/Emotional needs of students and professionals
Emily Kedrowski & Emily Manson

We will be teaching and leading techniques in Mindfulness to help with professional self-
care and student mental health. We will discuss growth mindset vocabulary to promote student 
resiliency. We will offer tips to counteract social isolation that exists for students with a disability. 
This presentation is best suited for beginners on up. 
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Breakout Block G – 9:50 - 10:50 a.m. 

Tuesday Schedule April 9, 2019

Break – 9:30 - 9:50 a.m. 

F8.  Make-N-Take: Charting the 3 C’s...Creating 
Calming Classrooms
Nicole Mold, Joyce Hennes, Alyssa Longberg & Nicole Wilson

The classroom is the main learning environment for students 
in our schools. For best student outcomes both academically and 
behaviorally, it is vitally important that this space be calming. 
Some basic tenets of a calming classroom involve limiting the 
visual and auditory input. Some learners require more. In this 
session, you will create several items to keep in your “Classroom 
Calming Kit”. Items in this kit have the potential to help improve 
students’ focus while allowing them to remain engaged in 
learning and stay in the classroom. You will also receive a binder 
with instructions on how to fabricate these items on your own. 
Of equal importance in creating a “Classroom Calming Kit” is 
structuring a method of check in. Several examples of “check in” 
sheets will also be included in the take home binder. The items 
you create were chosen for this session because they are easily 
made (not bought) and they are the highest teacher requested 
fidgets in our school district. While this session is intended 
for classroom teachers, anyone with a willingness to create a 
classroom calming kit is encouraged to attend.  Maximum 
enrollment - 20 participants. $35 materials fee.

F7. Virtual Reality in the Universal Design for 
Learning Classroom
Janet Peters & Jesse Morgan

You may have seen the fun Virtual Reality (VR) booths at the 
mall or amusement park. But, this emerging technology isn’t 
just fun and games. VR offers some exciting potential for added 
educational options in a UDL classroom. Participants in this 
session will learn what VR is, how to use Google Expeditions 
to enhance lessons/units, and how you can create 360 videos to 
create your own expeditions. This is an advanced session and 
assumes knowledge of the UDL framework.

F9. Assessment of ASD for the Special Education 
Team
Susan Larson

This session will target how to complete a comprehensive 
assessment plan for an ASD evaluation considering MN state 
ASD criteria, the impact of co-occurring conditions, and diverse 
student and family needs.  Considerations for both the initial 
evaluation and re-evaluation process including the selection of 
formal and informal instruments will be covered.  Participants 
will learn about guidelines for determining eligibility as well as 
appropriate documentation for the evaluation report.  By the end 
of the session, participants will demonstrate understanding of 
assessment practices considering cognitive differences, sensory 
issues, emotional regulation, and communication skills.

G1. Using Digital Platforms to Connect Students and 
Families
Taylor Thomas & Emily Manson

This session will teach participants how to utilize digital platforms 
to build meaningful relationships between students and strengthen 
the school-to-family connection. Participants will learn how to use 
digital platforms including FlipGrid, Smore, Notability, SeeSaw, 
and Google Suite. Participants should have a basic knowledge of 
technology and be willing to learn new strategies and incorporate 
digital platforms into instruction. Participants should bring a device 
with internet access.

G3.  Deliberating and Documenting AT and AEM in 
the IEP
Joy Zabala & Diana Carl

Educators and parents often ask important questions about how 
and where assistive technology (AT) and accessible educational 
materials (AEM) might be included in IEPs. Although, the right to 
AT and accessible materials when needed is an inherent component 
of the obligation of schools and districts to ensure that students with 
disabilities receive a free appropriate public education (FAPE), there 
is no specific requirement in IDEA regarding where to include the 
consideration and documentation. Join Joy and Diana for a fast-
paced discussion of seven places in the IEP development process 
where AT and AEM are logically deliberated and documented. 

G2.  Data Collection: What Are These Numbers? And 
Why Do I Need Them?
Lindsey Eichenlaub

Data collection is something that people do not like, or understand 
what needs to be collected. Many times, data collection can be too 
much information, not specific enough, or just plain overwhelming! 
By attending this session, you will be exposed to data collection 
strategies, examples, specific case studies, and resources. In addition, 
we will talk about how to make data collection easier and recognizing 
effective and beneficial data collection. Finally, you will be able to 
summarize data to direct interventions and use data to relate it 
to student outcomes. No experience required. Just the interest in 
learning about data collection and how to make using those numbers 
simpler! Bring student information to create data sheet during the 
session.

G4.  Creating Equity Using Digital Tools
Amanda Holstrom & Melissa Misterman

We will share our journey through the process of creating and 
implementing a program to address the requirements of Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). Compliance requires schools 
to offer accessible education materials to those individuals with 
documented needs for such support. At SMS, most importantly, the 
induction of Accessible Education Materials (AEM) has impacted 
student confidence and independence, addressed achievement gaps, 
removed barriers within core classes, and expanded the inclusion of 
all students. Participants will leave the session with timeline, lessons 
learned, resources to get started, and student reflection. Audience 
members should be in a district that is currently 1:1 or in the process 
of becoming 1:1. iPads will be the highlighted platform for student 
use.
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our outcomes. We welcome the novice to the advanced supporter of 
AAC to participate in this session and explore an out of the box idea.
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G7. What’s in a Bag? ~ Northfield School District’s 
Solution-Based Program for Developing the use of 
AAC Communication at Home
Ann Ackerman, Melanie Klein & Christine Howard
     Do you have students using Augmentative Alternative 
Communication (AAC) systems at school but limited to no use at 
home? Ever wonder how to influence the use of AAC at home? Is 
your team looking for a solution-based idea to spark AAC use at 
home? If you answered yes to any of these questions, you are not 
alone. The Northfield School District also sought answers to these 
questions. Using the problem-solving process our team developed 
Core Word Bags to begin to bridge the gap between home and 
school using AAC systems. This session will walk you through 
the process from identifying the problem, assessing the feedback 
from the families, and development of each Core Word Bag. 
Using Core Language as the framework, we developed 15 separate 
bags full of fun useful activities, books, and video examples to 
help each family learn how to integrate AAC & Core Language 
into their daily lives at home. Each bag represents a different Core 
Word with the overall goal of increased use and development 
of language.  Our team will share “What’s in a bag”, how we 
introduced the bags to the families, deployment of the bags, and

G6. Use G-Suite and More to Create a Personalized 
Learning Program for Special Education Students
Scott Larson

Tired of feeling like you are not able to offer a curriculum at 
each student’s level? Tired of dragging around stacks and stacks of 
data collected on paper only to realize you “forgot” to collect data 
on that objective? In this session, see how an Elementary DCD/
SLD program uses Technology (Tablets, Ipads, Chromebooks) to 
access the curriculum at their Independent levels. Each student 
actively engages G-Suite apps and more on their personal device 
to assist in all Academic Areas and I will show you a variety of 
examples as these students successfully “assist” their learning. 
As if that wasn’t enough....I will demonstrate how to use Google 
Forms/Sheets/Docs to collect Due Process data. I am able to 
collect 50-60% of my data digitally for Progress Reporting. One 
click within Google Classroom and I am able to send out a Google 
Form to collect info on Reading Comprehension, Two digit 
Addition - with Regrouping, Time to the quarter hour or Writing 
skill levels (using Voice to Text app). 

G5. Exhibitor Spotlight: Keyguards for Apps
Mark Larson

Keyguards have helped guide users of conventional keyboards 
since the 1980’s. Now they are being used to help users access iPad 
and tablet apps as well. They are particularly suited to apps like 
communication apps where the screen layout does not change 
often.  In this presentation we’ll demonstrate how keyguards 
improve accessibility for AAC apps, how to choose a case for your 
device that will best suit a keyguard, and the variety of materials 
and manufacturing methods available today.  We’ll also include 
a discussion of how to best configure the most popular AAC 
apps for use with a keyguard. In particular, we’ll demonstrate 
how the specific app settings affect the strength and usability of 
the keyguard. We’ll show you some tricks for how to manage 
administration of the iPad when the keyguard cannot be easily 
removed.

H1. Having Fun with Summer School within your ESY 
Program!
Jane Kloeckl, Mary Christeson & Katie Hendrickson
    Have you ever wondered, “How do I make my summer school 
different yet exciting for students and staff but still meeting 
qualification for the program.” Setting up a summer school program 
for ASD, DCD, ADHD, SLD, and behavioral students in a K-6 
setting is a challenge. We put together a summer school program for 
our students that incorporated academics (reading, writing, math) 
fine motor, gross motor, sensory, social skills, communication skills, 
and positive behavioral skills that has been successful. We will share 
hands-on examples such as science experiments with you on how 
our program works. Our special education program has made a 
difference for our students.

G8.  Exhibitor Spotlight: Empower Today
Meghan Kunz

PRC is excited to introduce our new Empower software for the 
Accent line of products. Empower is quick, simple, easy-to-learn, 
and easy-to-teach. This training will provide participants with an 
overview of the software. It will cover where it is available, who is it 
for, and frequently asked questions. 
G9.  Inclusion and Social Skill Programming for 
Students with an ASD
Deb West

It is often difficult for educators to find time to teach social skills 
during the busy school day.  This session will focus on implementing 
effective social skills programming for students with an ASD.  
Participants will be provided with examples of social thinking 
versus social skills, along with practical ideas and resources for 
programming and tracking progress

Break – 10:50 - 11:10 a.m. 
Breakout Block H – 11:10 a.m. - 12:10 p.m.

H2. Building Effective Collaborations for Enhancing 
LI Service Delivery: A Co-Facilitated Working Session 
by LI Itinerants for LI Itinerants
Jennifer Autumnstar & Colleen Fundingslad
    Most school districts have a vision statement that goes something 
like this: All Learners will develop to their maximum potential in 
order to thrive in and contribute to our ever-changing world… 
For those of us who have “pledged allegiance” to kids and families 
who are in LI programming - current service delivery models that 
prioritize compliance and give short shrift to collaborative team 
supports leave too little room for meaningfully acting on those 
commitments… The prevailing program delivery system in MN 
for learners identified as meeting special education criteria for 
Physical Impairments (PI) and other Low Incidence (LI) programs 
is predominantly one in which indirect consultative services from 
staff licensed in the disability area is the service model of choice, 
with direct instruction provided by other special education licensed 
teachers. Because LI staff often cover a wide geographic area and/
or numerous buildings/sites, and given the limited time available for 
collaborations with on-site staff, the end result is that the educators 
who do work directly with LI learners are under-informed about 
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H5. Exhibitor Spotlight: Cool Tools to Tear Down 
Reading Barriers
Christine Jones & Kris Dooley
     Equipped with the right tools, students facing barriers to 
reading printed text, such as dyslexia and visual impairments, can 
easily consume materials in the same ways as their peers without 
disabilities and become successful readers and learners. Come and 
hear about resources such as Bookshare, a FREE ebook library for 
people who read differently. Bookshare members access 700,000 
titles and read in ways that work for them, in audio, with or 
without accompanying highlighted text, or in braille or large font; 
on computers, Chromebooks, smartphones, tablets, and other 
devices. Get demonstrations of various reading tools that are 

H6. Using Core Vocabulary and AAC to Increase 
Communication and Participation in Shared Reading 
Activities
Jeffrey Booker & Mara Rogers

Do you have students who struggle to communicate during reading 
activities? Do you find yourself constantly making new visuals and 
picture symbols to allow students to talk about the book they are 
reading? In this session, participants will learn the basics of Core 
Vocabulary and explore how to use Core and Augmentative and 
Alternative Communication (AAC) to provide students with high 
frequency words they can use to communicate during Shared Reading 
activities. Different ways to optimize students’ personal AAC devices 
to increase participation will be examined. Attendees will learn how 
to write questions and scripts based on Core Vocabulary words to 
maximize student participation in reading lessons and allow students 
to better access literacy standards. Participants will be exposed to both 
modeling of Core within reading lessons and opportunities for hands-
on practice. This training is appropriate for attendees with any level of 
knowledge of Core Vocabulary, including beginners.

H4.  Building Book Walks- A collaboration between 
a High School DCD program and a School Based 
Preschool Program
Emily Aust & Kelsey Janni

This session will share how two separate programs within a 
district worked together to provide services and enhance the 
learning experiences for children at the opposite ends of the 
age span. Through their collaboration, a high school DCD 
program and a school based preschool program were able to 
share resources to be able to put on book walks, plan a parties for 
a preschool articulation class, and provide work based learning 
in the preschool program. For this session, attendees will gain 
knowledge how completely different programs within a district 
can work together in order to share resources and provide a 
meaningful educational experience at different ends of the age 
span.

H7. Adapted Art: Multi-Sensory Approach to Learning in 
the Classroom
Meagan Blake, Rachelle Isaacson & Ashley Torkildson
     The ability to express yourself in a creative way is considered a 
human need, necessary for self-fulfillment and learning. Art is a form 
of creative expression in which individuals with disabilities can excel, 
given the opportunity! The developers of this class are not art teachers 
but licensed special educators in DCD, SLP, and OT. This class has been 
a success for our students for the past three years. Our presentation 
will walk you through the journey of creating an adaptive art class with 
more opportunities to address students’ individual goals and objectives. 
Participants will leave our session with lesson plan ideas, resources, and 
an interactive experiences to bring back to your classroom.

H8. Communication is the Key! Practical Resources for 
AAC Implementation
Elizabeth Barry & Meghan Kunz
    Communication is the key! For augmentative and alternative 
communication (AAC) to be successful, all team members must 
collaborate to provide consistency and opportunity for AAC users. 
Join us to learn  about resources to support parents, families, and staff 
in their AAC journey. Participants will gain resources to (1) create a 
learning environment to support AAC implementation and (2) create 
communication opportunities for AAC users. Parent friendly resources 
will be shared to support implementation at home and in the classroom. 
No previous AAC experience or knowledge is required.

H3.   Open the Eyes of Your Students: 20 Strategies 
for Making Curriculum and Environments 
Accessible to Your Students with Vision 
Impairments
Renee Wolf & Jenny West

Have you ever noticed how the whole world is built for 
people with vision? What would it be like to live behind a foggy 
windshield? How motivated to learn would you be if the things 
you saw did not make any sense? These are experiences that 
students with vision impairments experience all day, every day. 
By providing well thought out modifications we can ensure 
our students feel successful, a sense of belonging, and pride 
in themselves. We can provide access, equity, and inclusion 
that really makes a difference in the lives of our students. In 
this session, Renee and Jenny will share 20 strategies they have 
implemented while working together with students that have 
multiple impairments. Session participants will be encouraged 
to share some of the strategies that they have tried with their 
students. Our goal is to shed some light on a wide range of 
possible modifications that can be used to provide students with 
vision impairments improved access to their curriculum and 
school environments.

H9. Meaningful Data Collection for Diverse 
Learners
Erin Farrell

In this session we will engage practical applications of how 
to collect data with fidelity on the most impactful pro-social 
and target behaviors.  Participants will engage in activities to 
practice data collection methods.  Case studies will be viewed 
to engage attendees in how to utilize technology to create their 
own data collection systems specifically for tier 3 interventions.  
Participants will leave this session with the tools to apply the skills 
practiced in this session along with shared materials to implement 
new practices immediately.

Closing Program and Meal – 12:15-1:15 p.m.

compatible with Bookshare books. See how Bookshare is now 
easier than ever, from signup to effortless reading. http://bit.ly/
ReadYourWay. Bookshare is an initiative of Benetech, a nonprofit 
that empowers communities with software for social good.

the learners’ LI-associated needs and strengths – and are under-
supported in providing for those learners. Thus, learners are 
under-educated. The consequences of this cumulative under-
education means that many LI learners do not meet their full 
potential and are thereby unable to make their fullest contribution 
to our communities. 
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Aimee Dearmon
Aimee Dearmon, M.S. CCC-SLP, BCBA, is a 
speech and language pathologist (SLP) and 
a Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA) 
who has over 15 years of experience serving 
students with autism in public, private and 
home settings. In addition to providing 
workshops and training in schools across 
the country and Puerto Rico, Aimee works 
with STAR Autism Support to manage and 
develop large projects. Her work includes 
developing workshops, building training 
sites, and coaching staff to successfully 
implement The STAR Program and Links 
Curriculum in several states, regions, and 
districts. Aimee is passionate about raising 
awareness for autism in her community and 
has led fundraising efforts at the local and 
regional levels. 

Alayna Barber 
Alayna Barber has over a decade of 

experience in case management and human 
services care coordination.  She is excited 
to bring her strong human services back 
ground to the Assistive Technology world! 
As the Assistive Technology Consultant with 
Cadan Technologies she is able to use her 
skill set to help pair technology to those who 
need it most.

Alison Bicek 
Alison (Ali) Bicek has been an 

occupational therapist since 1999, working 
in pediatrics throughout her career.  She 
has worked with children in various 
settings, including outpatient clinics, 
schools, child care centers, mental health 
facilities and home-based.  Ali has a special 
interest in sensory integration and feeding 
therapies.  She is married and has two boys 
of her own; Eli is 17 and Simon is 11 years 
old.

Alyssa Longberg
Alyssa Longberg is currently employed 

as an OT by the Anoka Hennepin School 
district. Her experience is primarily with 
elementary and high school aged students 
across a wide variety of disability groups.

Amanda Holstrom 
Amanda Holstrom is currently an 

Instructional Technology Specialist for Sartell 
Middle School. Her previous experience 
in the 6-8 Language Arts classroom and 
a technology teacher, provided students 
and teachers unique opportunities to 
thoughtfully integrate technology into the 
classroom. She is passionate about student 

learning, engagement and creativity and 
continues to provide guidance and support 
to ensure student excellence in education.

Amy Schulting 
Amy Schulting is the first Dyslexia 

Specialist at the Minnesota Department of 
Education. As the Dyslexia Specialist, she 
provides guidance and technical assistance 
to school districts in support of students 
with dyslexia or characteristics of dyslexia. 
Amy is also a teacher, researcher, clinical 
psychologist and the mother of three boys.

Andrea Olson  
Andrea Olson is a 2nd year Special 

Education Teacher in Fosston. Her students 
range from grades 7-12, and have multiple 
disability categories (ASD, DCD, OHD). 
She is passionate about providing practical 
hands-on learning experiences for her 
students, and finding ways to challenge and 
engage them at all ability levels.

Anita Haas   
Anita Haas is a Special Education 

Classroom Teacher for Academy of Whole 
Learning (AOWL). AOWL provides a 
personalized learning path integrating 
academic, social and life skills for qualifying 
students with autism spectrum disorder or 
related learning differences. This is her sixth 
year teaching at AOWL. Prior to Academy of 
Whole Learning, Anita began her education 
journey in a public K-5 elementary charter 
school, working as a paraprofessional and 
Special Education Classroom Teacher. She 
earned a master’s degree in Special Education 
from the University of St. Thomas with an 
emphasis in K-12 Developmental Disabilities 
and Birth-12 Autism Spectrum Disorders.

 
Ann Ackerman    

Ann Ackerman is a speech-language 
pathologist who works in the Northfield 
Public Schools. Her work experience 
includes early childhood and elementary-
age children. She currently works with 
K-5 students who have a variety of 
communication needs.

Anna Hayek    
Anna Hayek has been working with Mad 

Hatter Wellness to enhance the lives of 
children and adults of all abilities through 
yoga, wellness and sexual health education 
since 2016. She also teachers Move Mindfully 
Residencies in schools with 1,000 Petals. 
Anna has been practicing and teaching yoga 
to adults and children for several years. She 
is a 200 Hour Certified Yoga Teacher, as well 
as a Certified Yoga Calm Youth Instructor. 

Additionally, she is certified to teach K-12 
ESL and Spanish and has over seven years of 
in-classroom teaching experience.

Ashley Torkildson 
Ashley Torkildson is a Certified 

Occupational Therapy Assistant with the 
Moorhead School District. She has been 
practicing in the OT field for 6 years. Her 
specialty areas have included physical and 
cognitive impairments, along with sensory 
interventions to serve ASD and behavioral 
populations.

Audra Wells 
Audra Wells, M.Ed. has been in the field of 

special education for 25 years. She has taught 
students with autism spectrum disorders 
and developmental disabilities. Audra 
has been trained in the TEACCH model 
and has applied all of the components of 
the TEACCH Model to her programs for 
students. In 1999/2000 Audra participated in 
Minnesota Low Incident Project and trained 
as a trainer at the UNC TEACCH model. 
She along with her regional colleagues have 
provided a three-day hands-on training using 
student models in the practice of structured 
teaching for approximately 11 years. Audra is 
currently a special ed coordinator with ISD 
728.

Becca Jackson 
Becca Jackson, Ph.D., is the Special 

Education Workforce Specialist at MDE. 
She began her career as a Deaf Education 
classroom teacher. She is licensed in Deaf 
Education and Special Education, and is 
certified in early childhood Montessori. She 
has taught in teacher preparation programs 
for both Deaf Education and Special 
Education, and has conducted research in 
topics related to language acquisition, special 
education services, and employment.

Beth Ashley 
Beth Ashley is a Certified Prosthetist 

Orthotist (CPO). She received her training at 
Century College, graduating in 2011. She did 
her prosthetic residency at the Manhattan 
VA where she spent a lot of time in the gait 
lab, analyzing gait of young amputees. She 
then completed her orthotic residency in 
Blaine, Minnesota with a focus on pediatric 
lower extremity orthotics. She is currently 
with Winkley Orthotics and Prosthetics 
focusing on pediatric orthotics. She finds that 
partnering with the rehab teams, including 
physical therapy, PM&R and orthopedics 
results in better outcomes and she can better 
serve her clients.
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Beth Johnson 

Beth Johnson has been a Speech Language 
Pathologist in the Osseo School District for 
25 years. She has spent the last 5 years as an 
AAC Consultant for the district, working 
primarily with elementary schools. She has 
also spent plenty of time over the last 19 
years advocating for the unique needs of her 
son and daughter who have both received 
special education services. 

Bobbie Larson
Bobbie Larson is currently employed as 

an occupational therapist by the White Bear 
Lake School District. She has worked with a 
wide variety of students across all ages and 
disabilities ranging from pre-school through 
high school.

Cathleen Pinkosky  
Cathleen Pinkosky, MAEd, began her 

career as a Teacher of the Deaf/Hard of 
Hearing with Intermediate District 287 in 
2001, serving itinerant, homebound, resource 
room, and site-based students. She has been 
a Literacy Specialist at South Education 
Center, a collaborative learning environment 
where students 6 weeks through age 21 are 
accepted and challenged, for the past 8 years. 
Cathleen is also a member of the McREL 
Advisory Team and provides Classroom 
Instruction That Works coaching for teachers 
in her building.

Chris Reynolds  
Chris Reynolds is a former Special 

Education teacher and has worked with 
students of varying abilities for over 20 years. 
Chris has implemented multiple methods 
of instruction delivery and differentiated 
instruction and has witnessed the positive 
impact of these strategies for students with 
disabilities. As the State’s Nontraditional 
Education Programs Specialist, Chris 
provides support to Minnesota’s Online, 
Charter, and Nonpublic Schools within the 
context of Special Education.  

Christine Howard   
Christine Howard is a speech-language 

pathologist who has recently transitioned 
to the schools from the clinical setting. She 
currently works in the Northfield Public 
Schools with K-5 students, including several 
with severe language impairment.

Christy Palmquist     
Christy Palmquist has been a special 

education teacher for over twenty years, 
and has been the literacy intervention 
coach for the past eight years. She develops, 
implements, manages, and supports over 
sixty teachers in St. Paul Schools. She 
has presented at numerous national and 
international conferences on effective literacy 
instruction.

Colleen Fundingsland   
Colleen “Cali” Fundingsland (McDonald-

Morken) has worked as a Physical Health 
Disabilities educator since 1991 and has 
participated in a variety of service delivery 
models in Moorhead and several other 
Region 4 school districts over those years. 
Cali completed a dissertation in 2014 titled 
“Mainstreaming Critical Disability Studies 
Towards Undoing the Last Prejudice.”

Dannel Friel    
Dannel Friel is a Tobii DynaVox Solution 

Consultant. Dannel has been supporting 
school teams since the time of the dinosaurs 
(also known as the Dynavox Original, the 
1st dynamic display communication device; 
1991) brings a wealth of knowledge and 
experience about all things related to AAC 
including assessment, the funding process, 
implementation, training and in-services for 
those supporting children and adults with 
severe speech and language disabilities.

Deb West    
Deb West taught, consulted, trained 

and supported school staff in the areas 
of autism, developmental and cognitive 
disabilities and traumatic brain injury for 
thirty years.  She taught DD Methods and 
Learning Environments for Students with 
Autism Spectrum Disorders at St. Cloud 
State University for over fifteen years.  She 
is currently working as a special education 
consultant with her business, WestEd 
Consulting.  

Diana Foster Carl 
Diana Foster Carl, M.A., has more than 

35 years of experience in various capacities 
in public education and in leadership 
roles in national, statewide and regional 
organizations. Carl is a former Director 
of Special Education Services at Region 4 
Education Service Center and lead facilitator 
of the Texas Assistive Technology Network 
(TATN). Currently she contracts with CAST 
as the Special Projects Coordinator for the 

National Center on Accessible Educational 
Materials, serves as the Leadership Strand 
Advisor for the ATIA Conference, and, as a 
founding member of the Quality Indicators 
for Assistive Technology (QIAT), serves on 
the QIAT Leadership Team. She is a co-
author of Quality Indicators for Assistive 
Technology: A Comprehensive Guide to 
Assistive Technology Services.

Donna McNear 
Donna McNear, M.A. is an educational 

consultant providing technical assistance/
training to organizations, schools, and 
families internationally to locally. She is an 
author and past president of the Division on 
Visual Impairments, Council for Exceptional 
Children (CEC) and recipient of CEC’s 
Outstanding Leadership Award..

Elizabeth Barry  
Elizabeth Barry is a communication 

and early childhood assistive technology 
specialist in PACER’s Simon Technology 
Center. Elizabeth currently provides 
consultations, workshops, and in-services 
on a variety of topics with a focus on 
augmentative and alternative communication 
(AAC) and technology, tools, and strategies 
related to early childhood and early literacy 
skills.

Emily Aust
Emily Aust, Ed. S. CCC-SLP is a Speech-

Language Pathologist and ECSE Coordinator 
working in the Belle Plaine school district. 
Emily enjoys finding new and innovative 
ways to engage students, and also ways to 
make her job interesting and fun!

Emily Kedrowski
Emily Kedrowski has been teaching 

students with a hearing loss for over 11 years. 
Currently, she is an itinerant teacher for St. 
Paul Public Schools. Emily has a unilateral 
severe hearing loss and a daughter with a 
bilateral hearing loss. In her free time, she 
enjoys participating in a variety of activities 
with her children.

Emily LaRenzie 
Emily LaRenzie is an Occupational 

Therapist with Capernaum Pediatric 
Therapy and provides contracted therapy 
services to charter and private schools in 
the Minneapolis area. She has a Bachelor of 
Science in Community and Public Health 
from Iowa State University.  She also holds 
a Doctorate of Occupational Therapy from 
Creighton University.  
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Emily Manson

Emily Manson is in her eighth year as 
an itinerant teacher of students who are 
deaf and hard of hearing for St. Paul Public 
Schools. She is a member of the St. Paul 
Public Schools Captioning Committee and 
has played a crucial role in training staff in 
schools across the district about creating 
accessible instructional media. Emily also 
served as a co-facilitator for the Region 11 
Metro ECSU D/HH Community of practice 
for two years. Emily also manages St. Paul 
Public School’s digital platforms, such as 
FlipGrid, for the deaf/hard of hearing team.

Erin Farrell   
Erin Farrell, M.A., BCBA, is the Autism 

Spectrum Disorders Specialist and member 
of the PBIS Management team at the 
Minnesota Department of Education.  Erin is 
a Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA) 
and an ASD licensed teacher with extensive 
experience implementing the principles of 
applied behavior analysis in both clinical 
and educational settings.  Erin has worked 
in many different positions in schools and 
in-home clinical settings such as behavior 
therapist, district behavior specialist, and 
a member of a district behavior support 
team.  She has experience implementing 
PBIS at different leadership levels as well as 
teaching behavior principles to University 
students.   Erin is currently president of the 
Minnesota School Based Behavior Analysts 
(MSBBA), adjunct professor at the University 
of St. Thomas, and a doctoral student at the 
University of St. Thomas.

Estelle Denbrook   
Estelle Denbrook is an SLD teacher in 

her eighth year at Watertown-Mayer High 
School. She has coached volleyball and 
advised the Student Council, as well as being 
a committee member on various committees 
across the district. In her free time, she 
enjoys camping and spending time at the 
lake.

Heather Prenovost  
Heather Prenovost was a speech-language 

pathologist in the schools for 17 years. She 
focused on AAC and language and literacy 
skills for the last 5 years in the school. She 
currently is the AT Consultant for Saltillo 
Corp for MN, Northern IA, and Western WI.

Heidi Johnson  
Heidi Johnson has been working with 

schools in Minnesota and surrounding 
states providing transition programming 
and assessments for over nine years.  Heidi 
is an experienced business professional 
who partners with special education 
administrators and teachers with a common 
goal of improving students’ transition 
from school towards living and working 
independently. Heidi has a broad experience 
in all aspects of business which makes for 
a great partner with schools for preparing 
students for work.  “We never really know 
what students can do until we give them 
a chance to try.”  Dr. Judith Swisher, PAES 
author.  Heidi is proud to work towards 
giving all students a chance to try, and to 
discover their own work and life potential.

Jane Kloeckl    
Jane Kloeckl has worked in the Glencoe-

Silver Lake School District as an Educational 
Speech and Language Pathologist and also 
has her Elementary Education degree. She 
has worked closely with her co-workers in 
developing this program and is excited to 
present this program to those in attendance.

Janet Peters     
Janet Peters is the Project Coordinator 

on Educational and Assistive Technology 
with the Great Lakes ADA Center. Janet 
has 20 years of experience and knowledge 
in the area of technology for people with 
disabilities. Her areas of specialty include 
Universal Design for Learning, Accessible 
Technology, and Quality Indicators for 
Assistive Technology in Post Secondary 
environments.

Jayne Boeding  
Jayne Boeding has served in the school 

systems working early intervention through 
school age for the past 5 years in Goodhue 
County. She has been a physical therapist 
for 20 years after obtaining her Master’s in 
PT from Mayo Clinic Rochester and more 
recently her clinical doctorate from St. 
Scholastica in Duluth. Jayne’s background 
includes 10 years with the neurologic 
rehabilitation unit at St Mary’s Rochester, 
outpatient spine care and geriatric care 
including home care and skilled nursing care.

Jeff Plaman
Jeff Plaman is the On-line and digital 

learning specialist at MDE.

Jeffrey Booker 
Jeff Booker is an Academic Support 

Teacher for Northeast Metro 916, 
collaborating with teachers to implement 
Four Blocks literacy in their classrooms. He 
has taught at Northeast Metro 916 for eight 
years, previously teaching in Boston. Jeff has 
attended two Literacy camps, one specifically 
focused on literacy for students that use 
AAC.

Jennifer Autumnstar  
Jennifer Autumnstar has previously 

worked as a Physical Health Disabilities 
teacher in Region 4 and is currently splitting 
her time between working as a P/HD teacher 
in Moorhead Middle and High Schools along 
with afternoons as a Non-secured Program 
Teacher at the West Central Region Juvenile 
Center.

Jennifer Guettler    
Jennifer Guettler, M.Ed, has spent the past 

6 years as a special education teacher in a 
setting III autism program at the secondary 
level. Before teaching, she worked for 9 
years in a group home setting in various 
roles, starting as a living skills instructor and 
ending as a Program Manager. While there, 
she supported their mission to improve 
the options and opportunities for adults 
with autism. Jennifer is a certified LINKS 
Program Implementer and Manager. Using 
the LINKS Program, she strives to create an 
academically rich environment that focuses 
on growing self-confidence and building the 
functional skills her students will need as 
they become independent adults. 

Jenny Muehlhausen   
Jenny Muehlhausen has worked in several 

schools and districts in Minnesota and has 
been at Creek Valley for five years. She has 
worked with students with varying forms 
of communication, from augmentative to 
conventional. She is always seeking new ways 
to improve her students’ communication 
abilities.
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Jenny West   

In 2004, Jenny West began a childcare 
in her home, which brought her lots of 
joy and knowledge in the early childhood 
and child development fields. Throughout 
her childcare career, she completed an 
Elementary Education degree and became 
one of few Nationally Accredited Family 
Child Cares in North Dakota. Jenny decided 
to head to the public school system and 
stumbled upon a position in working with 
students that have Developmental Cognitive 
Delays. She currently works for Moorhead 
Public Schools and has found her passion 
with elementary students.

Jesse Morgan    
Jesse Morgan is an occupational therapist 

(OT) and assistive technology professional 
(ATP) in his 19th year with Minneapolis 
Public Schools. Jesse is the lead staff at the 
Assistive Technology Center (ATC) for 
Minneapolis Public Schools.

Jessica Premo    
Jessica Premo, M.A. has been providing 

special education services to students 
with ASD for over 10 years. She is an ASD 
licensed teacher and has received extensive 
training and coaching on evidence based 
practices for students with ASD.

Joan Breslin Larson   
Joan Breslin Larson, M.Ed. Joan is an 

independent consultant on AT systems and 
leadership models. She was formerly the 
supervisor for low incidence disabilities at 
the Minnesota Department of Education. 
She has worked in AT for over 30 years as an 
independent consultant, in a school setting 
and at the state education agency. She is 
a member of the QIAT Leadership Team, 
authors of Quality Indicators for Assistive 
Technology: A Comprehensive Guide to AT 
Services. Joan lives in Minnesota, and is the 
parent of three adult children, one of whom 
had an IEP.

Jodie Mettee 
Jodie Mettee has been a teacher at Creek 

Valley Elementary in Edina for five years.  
She has worked with students with varied 
learning needs for several years across the 
country.  She is privileged to work with a 
great array of talented staff members who 
really care about every child. 

Jody Wehking 
Jody Wehking came from a large family, 

and it seemed all of their important family 
discussions were had in the kitchen either 
while preparing or eating a meal. It was 
only natural that the love of preparing and 
serving food became an important part of 
Jody’s adult life. Jody manages the school’s 
concession stand, cooks for many Scout 
camps, and has taught some cooking classes, 
but the most rewarding thing Jody does is 
work with students in the Bulldog Cafe.

Jon Fila 
Jon Fila has been creating digital 

curriculum and resources for his courses for 
19 years. He is a Curriculum Coordinator at 
Intermediate District 287 where he advocates 
for accessible learning resources. Jon also 
facilitates the development of courses for 
the MN Partnership for Collaborative 
Curriculum, the largest K12 OER 
development project in the state. 

Joy Smiley Zabala 
Joy Smiley Zabala, Ed.D., has been a leader 

in the use of assistive technology (AT) to 
improve education and life for people with 
disabilities for more than three decades. As 
a general educator, special educator, teacher 
trainer, and conference speaker. She is the 
developer of the SETT Framework (http://
www.joyzabala.com/) and a co-founder of 
QIAT. Dr. Zabala is the Director of Technical 
Assistance at CAST, where she previously co-
directed the National Center on Accessible 
Educational Materials (AEM Center) and 
currently serves as the Principal Investigator 
for the Center on Inclusive Technology & 
Education Systems (CITES). She has earned 
international recognition for her work on 
Universal Design for Learning (UDL), 
Assistive and Accessible Technologies, and 
Accessible Educational Materials (AEM).

Joyce Hennes    
Joyce Hennes in currently employed as an 

OT by the Anoka Hennepin School District. 
She has worked with a wide variety of 
students across all ages and disability groups 
ranging from birth-3 thru high school in 
both MN and OR.

Julie Luedke  
Julie Luedke is a recently certified RESNA 

Assistive Technology Professional. In the 
field of special education for 20 years, Julie 
has been a teacher in a multi-categorical 
classroom, a lead teacher for elementary 

buildings for 10 years and currently is the 
Physical Health Disabilities Teacher and 
Assistive Technology Professional for the 
Mounds View Public School District. Julie 
holds a variety of teaching licenses including, 
General education, ASD, DCD, SLD, 
EBD, PH/D and ATP certification. Julie’s 
passions in education include: inclusion and 
opportunities for all students, regardless of 
the barriers that are present in the academic 
and learning environment.

Kadi Groppoli
Kadi Groppoli, Occupational Therapist, 

has 18 years experience as an occupational 
therapist in the school setting. Kadi currently 
works in the White Bear Lake School District 
servicing preschool to transition-aged 
students.

 
Kaitlin Senn   

Kaitlin Senn, Ed. S. is a School 
Psychologist working in the Belle Plaine 
school district. Kaitlin enjoys teaching 
summer school as it’s a break from 
her normal responsibilities as school 
psychologist!

Kate Drechsler     
Kate Drechsler graduated with a Bachelors 

in Elementary Education from Australian 
Catholic University in Ballarat, Victoria, 
Australia and moved to Minnesota in 2015. 
This is Kate’s fourth school year at the 
Academy of Whole Learning, a specialized 
school for students on the Autism Spectrum. 

Katie Hendrickson    
Katie Hendrickson is an Occupational 

Therapist in the Glencoe-Silver Lake 
School District with a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Occupational Therapy and has worked as 
an Occupational Therapist for 15 years in 
an educational setting. Katie has been an 
Occupational Therapist for 30+ years and 
graduated from the University of Minnesota. 
She is currently employed by the Southwest 
West Central Service Cooperative.

Katie Thune   
Katie Thune is an educator, author, and, 

advocate for people with disabilities. She has 
her Teaching License in Health Education, 
and Special Education K – 12, as well as her 
MA in Education and worked as a teacher 
for Saint Paul Public Schools for 12 years. 
She has done extensive curriculum writing 
on relationships and sexuality education for 
many well-known disability organizations.
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Kayna Plaisted

Kayna Plaisted is a Professional 
Development Facilitator at Metropolitan 
Educational Cooperative Service Unit (Metro 
ECSU) working to coordinate efforts of 
Minnesota Low Incidence Projects. Kayna 
believes the highlights of her experience 
come from growing up alongside her siblings 
with disabilities and working intensively with 
families outside of the school setting.

Kelly Fonner 
Kelly Fonner is a self-employed consultant 
in assistive technology and AAC. She is 
a Special Educator and has a Masters in 
Educational Technology with emphasis in 
Rehabilitation/Special Education. Since 1986 
she has presented to schools, universities 
& families in 48 states & internationally 
on assistive technology assessment, 
augmentative communication, and access to 
literacy development and supports. 

Kelsey Janni 
Kelsey Janni is a life skills teacher in the 

Belle Plaine School district. She works with 
students in grades 7-12 to help prepare them 
to live their lives after high school. She is 
married with 2 children, and just received 
her Masters Degree! She likes to keep busy by 
playing with her kids and reading some good 
books! 

Kerry Schmidt    
Kerry Schmidt, M.S. CCC-SLP, is the 

speech director and clinic supervisor at 
Capernaum Pediatric Therapy. She has 
provided speech and language therapy and 
consultation services in a variety of settings 
including public, private, and charter 
schools, community sites, daycares, homes, 
and the clinic. Kerry received her bachelor’s 
degree at the University of Minnesota and 
MS at Minnesota State, Mankato.

Kim Moccia    
Kim Moccia is the Director of the MN 
Department of Administration’s STAR 
Program, which is the state’s federally-
funded Assistive Technology Act program. 
Before coming to STAR, Kim managed an 
AT program for a day habilitation provider 
in Southeastern Minnesota. In addition to 
having worked as a Licensed Practical Nurse 
and Legal Assistant, she holds a degree in 
Business and is a graduate of California State 
University, Northridge, Assistive Technology 
Applications Certificate Program.

Kim Wee  
Kim Wee is the Accessibility Coordinator 

and Webmaster for Minnesota IT Services @ 
Education and is a Certified Professional in 
Accessibility Core Competencies (CPACC). 
She has over 18 years of web experience in 
design, development, and administration 
with a focus on web accessibility.

Kristine Dooley   
Kristine Dooley has been an Occupational 

Therapist in the Osseo School District, K-12, 
for more than 20 years; the last 10 years have 
been as the Assistive Technology Consultant 
for the district.

Kristy Meitner
Kristy Meitner has taught DAPE for about 

15 years and is always looking forward to 
ways to make her job easier or have less 
paperwork. She has presented at a variety 
of conferences, this is her first time not 
presenting games or movement ideas :) 
. She has taught in Minnesota as well as 
Wisconson and Arizona. She earned a 
Master’s Degree from St. Mary’s University. 
She looks forward to meeting everyone and 
teaching them something to make their life 
easier.

Kyle Jensen 
Kyle Jensen is in his ninth year teaching. 

He is a three-season coach and advises 
the Ecology club. Now that grad school is 
completed, he enjoys fishing and camping in 
his free time.

Leah Ashburn 
Leah Ashburn graduated from the 

University of Minnesota in 2014 with a 
master’s degree in Speech-Language-Hearing 
Sciences. She has worked as a Speech-
Language Pathologist at the secondary level 
in Saint Paul Public Schools for the past 5 
years, with previous experience in pediatric 
clinics and hospitals. She co-developed a 
secondary informal assessment packet for 
language, which is used district-wide. She is a 
certified STAR/LINKS program implementer 
and works closely with the ASD and DCD 
teachers in her school to incorporate the 
curriculum, with a focus on functional 
communication skills. 

Lindsey Eichenlaub 
Lindsey Eichenlaub is currently a Special 

Education Coordinator with Wayzata Public 
Schools. Prior to that position, she was 
a middle and elementary school special 
education resource teacher along with 
being a special education paraprofessional. 

She currently has her Special Education 
Administrator License along with a Masters 
in Special Education.

Lisa Drumb  
Dr. Lisa Drumb is a Board Certified 

Behavior Analyst with a background in 
Special Education. She worked in public 
schools for 17 years; the first 11 as a 
classroom teacher. Dr. Drumb currently 
teaches Graduate Level courses in Applied 
Behavior Analysis at Ball State University. 
She continues to consult with districts 
regarding FBAs, behavior plans, and Autism.

Lisa Sorensen  
Lisa Sorensen, MS has been in the field 

of special education for 27 years. Lisa is the 
autism consultant for Sherburne N. Wright 
Cooperative for the past 10 years. Lisa has 
experience with a variety of disabilities 
including SLD, DCD, ASD, and OHD. 
Lisa has participated as a trainer with her 
regional colleagues in providing a three day 
hands-on with student models structured 
teaching workshop. Lisa is an advocate 
promoting student independence and 
training colleagues to better serve students 
with disabilities.

Loralee Bailey 
Loralee Bailey is a Teacher for the Blind/VI 

and an Assistive Technology professional for 
the Rosemount/ Apple Valley/ Eagan School 
District 196, teaching students with vision 
loss for 34 years, and currently as a teacher 
on special assignment with a specific focus 
on assistive technology for the past 12 years.

Lori James 
Lori James is an ECSE Teacher and SLP 

who serves an ECSE Classroom Coach for 
Co-Taught and Self Contained Classrooms 
in St. Paul Public Schools. Previous to her 
coaching position she worked as a teacher in 
a Co-Taught Pre-K classroom, self-contained 
ECSE classroom and a Co-Taught Speech 
and Language Classroom.

Lori Warner 
Lori Warner is an Occupational Therapist/

Assistive Technology Consultant for 
Northfield School District #659 and the 
Region 10 Assistive Technology Community 
of Practice Chair.
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Maggie Jensen     

Maggie Jensen is a Special Education 
Classroom Teacher for Academy of Whole 
Learning (AOWL). AOWL provides a 
personalized learning path integrating 
academic, social and life skills for qualifying 
students with autism spectrum disorder or 
related learning differences. This is her third 
year teaching at AOWL. Maggie earned 
her bachelor’s degree in Social Work from 
UW-River Falls and began working in the 
behavior therapy field upon graduation. In 
behavior therapy she specialized in working 
with children with autism providing ABA 
support. Maggie returned to school to earn 
her graduate degree from Bethel University 
and graduated with a master’s in Special 
Education and her Birth - 12 ASD teaching 
licensure. In addition to applied behavioral 
analysis and behavior management 
experience, Maggie has earned certification 
in the Orton Gillingham Language Arts 
model.

Mara Rogers     
Mara Rogers is a Speech Language 

Pathologist (SLP) and Augmentative 
Communication Specialist at Northeast 
Metro 916. She works across NE Metro and 
member districts collaborating to determine 
and implement communication systems for 
students. Mara is especially interested in 
supporting communication through Four 
Blocks literacy instruction, because reading 
and writing provides access to all language.

Mark Larson  
Mark Larson has developed software for 

people with disabilities since 1983 as the 
founder of Marblesoft. In 2016, Marblesoft 
purchased Lasered Pics and are now focused 
on making keyguards as Keyguard Assistive 
Technology. We are the industry leader in 
custom keyguard designs for any application.

Mary Christeson  
Mary Christeson is a Special Education 

teacher in the Glencoe-Silver Lake School 
District. She has a Masters in Special 
Education and is licensed in the following 
areas: DCD, EBD, ASD, and SLD. Her 
passion is incorporating hands-on learning 
for all students and meeting their needs.

Meagan Blake 
Meagan Blake is a Developmental 

Cognitive Disabilities Special Education 
teacher at Moorhead High School. She also 
has her Autism Certificate and Master’s 
in Special Education. She has taught 
students with severe to profound cognitive 

impairments for over 10 years and has 
her K-12 Principal License and Special 
Education Director License.

Meghan  Kunz   
Meghan Kunz is an Augmentative 

Communication Consultant for Minnesota 
for Prentke Romich Company. She works 
with clients from birth through adulthood, 
with a variety of diagnoses. She provides 
education, consultations, trainings, 
workshops, and technical support to 
individuals that use communication devices, 
their families, and professionals.

Melanie Klein
Melanie Klein is a special education 

teacher who specializes in ASD, and is 
particularly interested in severe-profound 
disabilities. She currently works with K-5 
students in the Northfield Public Schools.

Melissa Misterman 
Melissa Misterman came to Minnesota 

from Pennsylvania where she held the 
position of Student Disability Coordinator 
and Instructor at the post secondary level. 
Melissa obtained a B.A. in Psychology from 
Wilkes University, Pa. and a Master’s Degree 
in Special Education from Marywood 
University, Pa. She is passionate about 
providing students with unique learning 
experiences that provide opportunities for 
them to identify their strengths and to be 
successful in learning.

Michele Glynn
Michele Glynn, M.A. is a special education 

lead teacher for students with ASD in the 
Minneapolis Public Schools. She has worked 
for over 25 years as a special education 
teacher for children with developmental 
disabilities including Autism Spectrum 
Disorder. She has trained and coached 
educators on a number of evidence=based 
practices for students with ASD and is a 
STAR (Strategies for Teaching Based on 
Autism Research).   Michele has presented 
nationally and has consistently received 
excellent feedback for her practical and 
inspirational ideas in the area of educating 
students with autism.

Nicole Mold  
Nicole Mold is currently employed as an 

OT in the St. Francis School District. She 
has experience working with a wide range 
of students in elementary schools and with 
infants in birth-3 school based programs.

Nicole Wilson  
    Nicole Wilson is currently employed 
as a COTA by the Anoka Hennepin 
School district. She has worked with both 
elementary and early childhood students. 
Nicole also fabricates custom items and 
devices for school aged students.

Paige Bellig 
Paige Bellig has been teaching special 

education for the past 26 years, her 
experiences range from teaching a level 
4 program to implementing a life skills 
program. It has been her goal as an educator 
to have students learn as many independent 
skills as possible to prepare them for life after 
high school. Opening the Bulldog Cafe has 
taught students many skills that will transfer 
into independent living and job skills.

Pamela Moening   
Dr. Pamela Moening, OTD OTR/L is an 

occupational therapist in the Northfield 
public schools, a first generation Sibshop 
facilitator and has been involved with 
assistive technology for over 10 years.  She 
completed her doctorate with an emphasis 
in pediatrics and a capstone project focused 
on implementing Universal Design for 
Learning in public schools. She has had 
the opportunity to work closely with many 
families as they adjust to family life when a 
child has been diagnosed with special needs 
as well as how assistive technology can 
support our youngest learners.  

 
Pandy King-Henke    

Pandy King-Henke has been an itinerant 
Teacher of the Deaf/Hard of Hearing at 
HVED for the past 16 years. She is fluent in 
American Sign Language and has worked as 
a D/HH teacher for 20+ years. Pandy has a 
strong background in language development 
receiving her M Ed. from St. Mary’s in 2003 
and as a licensed Reading Specialist focusing 
on struggling readers graduating from 
Hamline in 2010. She is a strong advocate of 
D/HH learners in the classroom; providing 
equal access to information and curriculum 
in the mainstream. Giving teachers and 
teams the tools they will need to make 
the classroom accessible and the students 
successful is an ongoing goal.
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Paul Larson 

Paul Larson has built, managed and 
directed interactive information and 
experience design for more than two 
decades. He has led many design efforts 
at forward-thinking companies and 
organizations including Allianz Life, 
The Federal Government, U.S. Bank 
and Edmentum. His time incorporating 
accessibility into technology experiences 
began in 2003 with the U.S. DOT and has 
continued forward into his current role 
managing the experience design team at 
Edmentum – an educational technology 
company, which offers online adaptive 
curriculum, assessments and practice tools. 

Paul Sanft
Paul Sanft is an Assistive Technology 
Specialist in the PACER Center. He runs 
the Tech for Teens series of workshops 
providing teens with disabilities the 
opportunity to engage in STEM activities 
such as programming and robotics. Paul also 
specializes in technology for reading, writing 
and note-taking for all ages. 

Penny Mills 
Penny Mills is an AAC coach and SLP in St. 
Paul Public Schools. She provides coaching 
in ECSE classrooms and Inclusion settings 
and also serves as SLP in several ECSE and 
PreKindergarten classroom. 

Penny Reed 
Penny Reed, Ph.D., is an independent 

consultant in special education. She was 
founder and director of the Wisconsin 
Assistive Technology Initiative (WATI). Dr. 
Reed is a member of the Quality Indicators 
for Assistive Technology (QIAT) leadership 
team. Dr. Reed is the author of numerous 
resources to help school districts develop and 
improve AT services.

Rachelle Isaacson
Rachelle Isaacson is a speech-language 

pathologist who has worked in the public 
schools for 20 years. Over the years, she has 
worked with students in elementary through 
12+ in a variety of educational settings. She 
has also had training in assistive technology 
and transition skills, which is related to her 
current position at Moorhead High School.

Rebecca Tetlie
Rebecca Tetlie is an Assistive Technology 

Specialist & SLP at St. Paul Public Schools. 
Her focus is coaching staff around the 
assistive technology needs of students 
for communication & reading in Pre-K-
Elementary grades.

 
Renee Wolf  

Renee Wolf In 1990, St. Cloud State 
University became her alma mater as she 
began her life as a special education teacher 
working in the areas of Early Childhood 
Education and Developmental Cognitive 
Delays. After 25 years of having her own 
classrooms, 20 of them in Moorhead, she 
returned to college to become a Teacher for 
Blind/Visually Impaired. It turns out that 
she loves her new role in education. Renee 
is energized by how she is able to blend her 
previous experiences with her new ones. 
She gets to teach students, collaborate with 
teachers, read about new ideas, and create 
new materials. Currently, she is the TBVI for 
Moorhead Schools and parts of region 4.

Richard Jackson
Richard Jackson, Ed.D. is an associate 

professor of special education at Boston 
College’s Lynch School of Education 
and a Senior Research Scientist at CAST 
where he developed the concept of Audio-
Supported Reading with support from the 
National Center on Accessible Educational 
Materials for Learning. Most recently, he 
directed the training of eight, postdoctoral 
UDL Fellows through a grant awarded to 
Boston College and CAST. Dr. Jackson 
holds advanced degrees from Harvard 
and Columbia University. For many years 
prior to joining CAST, he directed national 
training grants awarded to Boston College 
for the preparation of special education and 
rehabilitation professionals in blindness and 
visual impairment. 

Sara Webster 
Sara Webster, MA, CCC-SLP is a Speech-

Language Pathologist in the Northfield 
School District.  She has worked as a 
school-based SLP throughout her 15 year 
career where she has provided diagnostic 
and therapeutic services for children in early 
childhood and elementary school settings.  
She currently works in early childhood 
where a significant portion of her caseload 
includes children and families that are being 
introduced to assistive technology as a means 
to target early language and functional 
communication skills. 

Scott Larson  
This is Scott Larson’s 31st year as a Special 

Educator.  He is a SURVIVOR thanks to 
Technology. He continues to think outside 
of the box to create new uses of Technology 
in his program. He loves to share his ideas 
and love to learn new skills. Let’s Gather and 
Share.

Scott Marfilius 
Scott Marfilius has been working 

with individuals with disabilities for 
the past 36 years. The past 31 years has 
involved implementing assistive technology 
at various levels. Scott assists teams and 
individuals in assessing students assistive 
technology needs. His teaching certifications 
are in Early Childhood Handicap, Cognitive 
Disabilities, Emotional Disabilities, and 
Learning Disabilities. His MA.Ed is in 
Curriculum and Instruction.  Scott also 
works with universities and has assisted 
in reorganizing their curriculum to 
infuse technology throughout the teacher 
preparation experience.  He also consults 
with individuals and businesses to determine 
adaptations that are needed in workplace 
settings.  Scott’s focus areas in assistive 
technology include computer access, and 
technologies that assist those with cognitive 
and learning disabilities.  He also focuses on 
implementing Universal Design for Learning 
concept in the classroom.  Scott has been 
working with individuals with disabilities 
for the past 33 years.  The past 29 years has 
involved implementing assistive technology 
at various levels.

Scott Silver   
     Scott Silver is an Assistive Technology 
Specialist in the PACER Center. He assists 
the Tech for Teens series of workshops 
providing teens with disabilities the 
opportunity to engage in STEM activities 
such as robotics and 3D printing. Scott also 
specializes in adaptive technologies aiding 
individuals with reading, writing and note-
taking.

Stephanie Snow 
Stephanie Snow has been a special 

education teacher for 6 years, previously 
teaching in South Dakota. In her classroom, 
Stephanie creates a welcoming learning 
environment with an emphasis on literacy, 
nature, and building positive relationships. 
Stephanie is passionate about the Four 
Blocks literacy model, as she has seen how 
successful it has been in helping every 
student improve their literacy skills. She is 
excited to share her experience and ideas as 
a classroom teacher implementing literacy 
instruction!



23

Presenters
Susan Larson    

Susan Larson, MAC, MS CCC-SLP, 
is a speech-Language pathologist and 
professor with demonstrated history of 
working in public schools, charter schools 
and the higher education industry. Skilled 
in assessment and treatment of speech-
language, autism spectrum and related child 
and adolescent disorders.  She is currently 
employed at St. Paul Public Schools as an 
elementary Speech-Language Pathologist 
and Bethel University teaching courses 
in Autism Spectrum Disorders and thesis 
advising.

Tami Childs     
Tami Childs, Ph.D. is a licensed school 

psychologist and MN statewide ASD 
and OHD specialist. She has 15 years of 
experience implementing and training on 
evidence based practices for ASD and related 
disabilities. She has helped develop training 
protocols in MN for several evidence based 
practices and has presented locally and 
nationally.

Taylor Thomas 
Taylor Thomas has been an itinerant 

teacher of Deaf/Hard of Hearing learners 
for the past nine years with Intermediate 
School District 917 (ISD 917). Taylor works 
with students from kindergarten through 
high school. Taylor is a member of ISD 
917’s Assistive Technology Committee 
and previously acted as the Region 11 co-
facilitator for two years. Taylor manages 
the deaf/hard of hearing FlipGrid and is the 
co-creator of the monthly D/HH Newsletter 
for ISD 917. Taylor has created numerous 
inservices and simulations to demonstrate 
the needs for accessible media. She is 
extremely passionate about incorporating 
accessible educational technology into 
instruction.

Tiffany Tobkin 
Tiffany Tobkin graduated from Minnesota 

State University Moorhead with a Bachelor’s 
degree in Elementary Education with a 
Special Education license, a Master’s degree 
in a Special Education with an emphasis in 
autism and DCD, EBD, and LD licenses. She 
taught for five years at Sebeka Public school 
working with students who have a variety of 
abilities and disabilities from kindergarten 
through sixth grade. She currently works at 
Empowering Kids providing direct service to 
individuals between 3 to 20 years old.

Tina Hanson 
Tina Hanson is an Assistive Technology 

Specialist for the PACER Center. She 
coordinates EXITE Camp and Technology 
for Girls Club which focus on encouraging 
middle school girls with disabilities to 
explore STEM activities. Tina also conducts 
AT consultations and workshops with a 
focus on reading, writing, and alternative 
access methods.

Tina Scholl 
Tina Scholl is an ECSE Classroom Coach 

and Teacher in St. Paul Public Schools. She 
was previously a Peer Assistance Review 
Teacher coaching new to SPPS special 
education teachers in ECSE-Elementary. 
Before her coach role (and during 
summers!), she was an ECSE Self-Contained 
Classroom teacher.

Todd Hanson 
Todd Hanson is the Director of EdTech 

Integration at Groves Academy in St. Louis 
Park, MN. AT is one of his passions and he 
continues to help build a school wide tech 
program that will benefit all students. Todd 
works with students, families, and schools 
helping them find technology that will make 
a difference.

Valerie Carballo 
Valerie Carballo is a speech and language 

pathologist at Capernaum Pediatric Therapy. 
She has a bachelor’s in Child Development 
and Communication Disorders from the 
University of Wisconsin, Madison, and 
a master’s degree in Speech and Hearing 
sciences from the University of Minnesota. 
She is passionate about early intervention 
and AAC.

Vicki Weinberg 
Vicki Weinberg is currently an Education 

Specialist at MDE working in the areas of 
Implementation and Scaling, Multi-tiered 
Systems of Support, Specific Learning 
Disabilities, Dyslexia and Standards-
based IEP’s. Before joining the Minnesota 
Department of Education she was a Special 
Education teacher and program director in a 
non-profit.

The following exhibitors have 
already registered to have a booth at 
the 2019 Charting the Cs Conference!  

2019 Exhibitors



Your lodging form for this event is located online at: www.lcsc.org, then 
[Programs & Services], then [Charting the Cs Information Center]. You will 
need to print and mail or fax the lodging form to the Arrowwood Resort 
and Conference Center to complete your lodging arrangements. No phone 
reservations accepted.
Arrowwood’s contact information: Phone: (320) 762-1124 • Fax: (320) 762-0133 
• Email: resort@arrowwoodresort.com

Click here for interactive driving directions to the Arrowwood Resort & 
Conference Center (powered by Google).

From Minneapolis/St. Paul Area 
(Click here for driving directions powered by Google): 
I-494 West to I-94 West. Follow I-94 to the Alexandria exit #103. Take a right 
onto hwy 29 North. Follow 29 North through downtown Alexandria. Turn left 
onto county road 82. Follow for .7 of a mile. Turn right at the stoplights onto 
county road 22 (between Magellan gas tanks). Stay on 22 for 2.3 miles. Turn 
right onto county road 104. Arrowwood Lane is .4 of a mile.  
 
Alternate Directions from Minneapolis Area: 
(This is a faster route to the Resort, as it avoids the town of Alexandria). 
I-494 West to I-94 West. Follow I-94 to Exit #100, 2 miles past Alexandria Exit. 
Proceed on County Road 45, straight ahead at exit. Follow 45 approximately 
3 miles to 82. Right on 82 approximately .5 miles to 22. Note: 22 is marked by 
an oil tank farm and stoplights; 22 runs through the rows of tanks. Left on 22. 
Follow 22 to Arrowwood Drive. Right on Arrowwood Drive.  
 
From Fargo/Moorhead 
(Click here for driving directions powered by Google): 
Take exit #100 off I-94. Take a left onto hwy 27 follow to the junction of county 
road 45. Take a left onto county road 45 following it to county road 82. Take 
a right onto county road 82. Take a left at the stoplights onto county road 22 
(between the Magellan tanks). Follow 22 for 2.3 miles. Turn right onto county 
road 104. Arrowwood Lane is .4 mile. 

Conference Lodging / Location / Directions

Power of Sharing:
Knowledge and Experience Counts


