
 

Restorative Practices in Schools and Communities  

RP Online Circle Sessions, January/February, 2021 

Registration is open for Restorative Practices in Schools and Communities Online Circle Sessions and Circle 

Trainings this January and February. Restorative practices is an approach schools can use to improve school 

climate and repair harm, based in the knowledge and world-view of many Indigenous cultures. 

January Theme: Repairing Relationships 

January 16, 23, 30, 2021, 9 am-12 noon, each Saturday 

The January online sessions are open for experienced practitioners of the circle process and repairing harm.  

Four topics are offered focusing on the principles and the practices of repairing relationships. Participants may 

sign up for one 3 hour 3 morning session; each session is limited to 15 participants. CEU’s and administrative 

CEU’s available. 

Registration fee: $95.  

The Seven Grandfather Teachings: exploring the values of the Anishinaabe (Ojibwe) and how those values can 

re-frame our response to mistakes, hiccups and harm in schools. Restorative practices are based in the 

worldview and knowledge of many indigenous cultures the world over. The teachings of the Anishinaabe people 

provide grounding for both building and repairing relationships so that the community can support each other in 

a good life. Explore the Seven Grandfather Teachings and how those values can inform a restorative community.  

Keepers: Dr. Dan Ninham, Wolf Clan from the Oneida Nation in Wisconsin and Susan Ninham, Red Lake Nation 

Addressing Disruptions in the Classroom using Circle Principles: lessons from an ALC. Classroom conflict and 

harm are often taken from the students and staff who experience it and sent on to administrators or student 

support staff. Sending away the harm deprives the people most affected by it of the opportunity to learn from 

the processed of addressing and repairing. This session is for educators who want to deepen their skills of 

helping students (and themselves) to resolve difficulties and disruptions in the virtual or actual classroom, 

without sending students, and the opportunity to learn, away.  

Keepers: Angela Garbett and Leah Lee, Cloquet Area Alternative Education Program (CAAEP) 

Repair of Harm Pre-meetings: an in-depth exploration of uncovering the harm and preparing for a restorative 

process. This session will provide experienced circle keepers and restorative facilitators the opportunity to 

explore deeply the first steps of repairing harm: listening to the stories, and identifying possible participants. 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fworkshops.lcsc.org%2Fworkshop_detail.asp%3Fid%3D2473%26title%3DRestorative%2BPractices%2Bin%2BSchools%2B%2526%2BCommunities%253A%2BRP%2BOnline%2BCircle%2BSessions%2BJanuary%252FFebruary%2B2021&data=04%7C01%7Cnancy.riestenberg%40state.mn.us%7C384b9804fba049625d6e08d897b17a0c%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C637426135805667364%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=4T4F%2FPeTYvs22T8643Ig5Kfc%2BoU%2B9K3PrtM0Gp0O3l8%3D&reserved=0
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE089457&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE032047&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE031519&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary


Participants will review processes and questions for pre-meetings by engaging in role-playing. They will share 

ways that they address the concerns of the persons harmed and their supporters, the persons who did harm and 

their supporters and other affected parties. Ways of challenging the pressure in a school to go fast will also be 

discussed.  

Keeper: Angela McQuinn, Winona Area School District  

School Discipline and the Restorative Paradigm Shift: exploring the multiple meanings of punishment, 

consequences, repair and restore. Using restorative practices in schools requires a paradigm shift in the ways 

that adults think about consequences, behavior management and punishment. Most codes of conduct offer 

either exclusion as a consequence, or mental health supports. Inserting a restorative repair of relationships 

process offers another approach, one that requires an examination of beliefs about discipline, sharing power, 

working with and consensus. To ensure that a restorative process is done with integrity, practitioners need to 

explore those beliefs, so as to not replicate the formal discipline paradigm—power over, doing to—only with a 

new name.  

Keepers: Grace Yang and Kurt RuKim, St. Paul Public Schools 

February Theme: Circle to Build Community 

February 6, 13, 20, 27 2021, 9 am-12 noon and 1:30-3:30 each Saturday 

The February online circle trainings are open for both those new to the circle process and for experienced 

practitioners who wish to deepen their knowledge in a supportive community. Two circle trainings are offered.  

Participants may sign up for one 5 hour, 4 day session; each session is limited to 15 participants. CEU’s and 

administrative CEU’s available. 

Fee: $280. 

Circle 1: Community Building. Circle is a communication process for building and maintaining relationships, 

based in many indigenous values. In this four day introductory session, participants will explore relationship, 

building rapport and seeing the whole human in self and others. They will discuss who they are as people, their 

own values in relationship with others, and look again at how they can honor others whom they touch in their 

lives. Participants will practice keeping community building circles with each other.  

Keepers: Hanaa Arafat and Christopher Melendez, Restorative Justice Trainers 

Circle 2: Deeper Understanding with a focus on using circle with students with special needs. This session is for 

people with experience with the circle process. The session will focus on building self-awareness as a circle 

keeper. In addition to self-exportation, the participants will explore how to teach and use the process with 

student with special needs. Participant will share their knowledge, building circle resources and ideas with each 

other and together discover multiple ways of introducing and doing the rituals of circle within the online setting.  

Keepers: Jimmie Heags, Jr., District 287 and Doris Moylan, Osseo School District 



Training Goals:  

The goals of the training sessions are to help:  

• Expose people to restorative practices. 

• Proactively define or re-define equity through restorative practices. 

• Strengthen the restorative impulse in participants as they develop a restorative mindset. 

• Strengthen the networks of support for restorative practices in schools and community. 

Restorative Practices Online Trainer Biographies 

Accommodations 

Contact Nancy Riestenberg, 651-582-8433, to request a reasonable accommodation to participate in this event. 

Note: We require a two-week advance notice in order to provide the requested accommodation and ask for a 

48-hour notice to cancel the request. 

For further information contact Nancy Riestenberg, Minnesota Department of Education, 651-582-8433. 

https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE032823&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
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